
Thank you for your interest in Ohio County Public Library’s Library Card Artist Series! 

 

We are looking to commission multiple local artists to create art pieces that will be printed onto new OCPL 

library cards, along with additional in-house marketing items such as bookmarks, stickers, welcome brochures, 

and print marketing. The proposal form below includes questions such as your preferred art medium, a proposed 

color palette, and a description of your proposed piece so that we may get an idea of what you plan to create. 

Submissions must be based around one of Wheeling Heritage’s Themes of History and Development, and we 

recommend keeping in mind that this project is mainly to adorn our library cards and that we love books and 

bookshelves. 

 

Submissions should not contain finished pieces! As an effort to be respectful to artists’ time and hard work, 

submitting prior portfolio pieces and a description of the piece you have in mind should give us enough of an 

idea of your art style and plan. However, if desired, artists may submit a rough sketch of their proposed piece. 

Once selections are made, we will work closely alongside the artists to create the final art pieces with minimal 

revision sessions. 

 

Final pieces should be able to be broken up into multiple, smaller designs for use across several mediums in a 

cohesive way. Example using stock art: 

 

 



 
 

If chosen, artists will be compensated $1000.00 each and the library will license the art for a duration of 5 years 

with the option to renew. Artists will retain all intellectual rights to their piece and will be encouraged to sell 

items such as totes, tee-shirts, and prints on their own as a personal, additional avenue of income. Further terms 

and conditions, as well as a planned schedule for release, will be provided to the chosen artists. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Artwork Proposal Form 

 

Name:  ____________________________ 

Business name (if applicable):  ____________________________ 

Email:  ____________________________ 

Local city of residence:  ____________________________ 

Short artist bio: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Website:  ____________________________ 

Social media handle(s):  ___________________  ___________________  ___________________  

 

Description of proposed piece: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Preferred art medium:  ____________________________ 

 

Capacity to create digital versions of any traditionally created artwork:      ☐ Yes     ☐ No 

Proposed color palette, i.e. "cool tones", or "shades of purples and reds". Alternatively, you may attach an 

official color palette to this form with your other submission materials. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Chosen “Theme of History and Development”: 

● The River and the Land 

● Transportation 

● The Union 

● Commerce and Industry 

● The Landscape of Culture 

 

Theme explanation:  

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please submit examples from your portfolio alongside this form. Optionally, because we know artists are very 

visual people, you may also attach a proposed color palette and/or a rough sketch of your proposed piece. 

 

SUBMISSIONS CLOSE ON FRIDAY, DECEMBER 22ND, 2023 

Paper applications should be submitted to the circulation desk or scanned and emailed to 

ellery.mcgregor@ohiocountylibrary.org 

Online submission forms can be found on the library website at OhioCountyLibrary.org 



Themes of History and Development from Wheeling Heritages Website: 

 

From Wheeling’s history emerges five recurrent themes which will help to interpret the history of the city and 

identify the resources which embody it. These central themes range from the power of the natural setting to the 

technological and industrial forces that shaped the city’s development, as well as the social and political forces 

that the city exerted on the nation.  

The River and the Land emphasizes the role of the natural setting and the growth of the city. The natural 

setting of Wheeling played a fundamental role in its development and growth. The city is located in the 

Appalachian Plateau, characterized by a great topographic variation which dictated the long narrow 

development patterns of the street grid and the urban form which runs parallel to the river. The settlement and 

growth of the city has been confined by the steep slopes to the relatively flat areas near the Ohio River and the 

mouth of Wheeling Creek. The narrows of the river at Wheeling Island made the location an ideal river crossing 

for Native Americans, French and English explorers and, eventually, for the thousands traversing the Ohio 

River in the westward settlement of the nation. Natural resources in the area, such as coal, limestone, sandstone, 

clay and iron ore prompted the growth of Wheeling’s significant industries. 

Transportation emphasizes the role of linkages – the way in which the river, road and rail connected the city to 

the nation and how these connections influenced growth. Wheeling’s growth and strategic importance is owed 

primarily to its role as a major transportation hub. The river, roads, bridges and rail infrastructure developed 

into a sophisticated transportation network linking Wheeling to the western, eastern and southern markets. The 

National Road, Ohio River, and the B&O railroad created a transportation network. This facilitated the growth 

of Wheeling as a center of trade, and made Wheeling strategically important during the Civil War. Today, 

modern interstate highways link the city to the east and the west. 

The Union emphasizes the role of politics – the city’s strategic importance and the political clout that its 

citizens and representatives have wielded. Wheeling has long played a significant role in national politics. Its 

natural setting provided its initial strategic importance, while transportation infrastructure later played a vital 

role. The delineation of “the Panhandle” secured access to the Ohio River for Virginia and the young nation, 

facilitating westward expansion and trade with the frontier territories. During the American Revolution and 

Indian wars, Wheeling was the site of the young country’s western most military outpost. 

The political influence of prominent citizens brought the National Road to Wheeling, spurring river trade to the 

south and west along the Ohio throughout the steamboat era. By 1831, the city was designated a Port of Entry, 

one of seven in the country. After much political urging, the B&O Railroad arrived in Wheeling in 1852, the 

first rail to reach the Ohio River, solidifying an important economic and political link to the Union. By 1859, 

Wheeling was considered such an important center of trade that a U.S. Customs House was opened. 

During the Civil War, Wheeling became a stronghold of Union sympathy. Wheeling and the Panhandle were of 

great strategic and logistical importance to the North after Virginia seceded from the Union. Wheeling became 

the union-loyal capitol of Virginia and her citizens led the effort for independence and statehood for West 

Virginia. The city also twice served as the state’s Capitol. 

Commerce and Industry is the role and evolution of industry and the labor movement in the city. Wheeling’s 

industrial and commercial history is the story of growth from a small center for provisioning for westward 

expansion to a mature diverse industrial city of the 20th century. It is the story of iron and nails, of 

manufacturing and retailing from stogies to china, of trade between the north, south, east, and the Midwest, and 

of one of the earliest labor movements in the country. This is the compelling story of the coming together of 

people, natural resources, technology and grit, to push the nation forward to westward settlement. It is also the 

story of progress, diversity and prosperity. In the late 19th century, Wheeling was completely self-sufficient, 

manufacturing all goods and services and growing all foods within its borders. This era marked the city’s most 



intensive industrial period; the wealth generated by this industry and commerce produced much of the city’s 

Victorian architectural legacy. 

The Landscape of Culture emphasizes the role of culture – the long tradition of entertainment, hospitality and 

the arts – in the city. From its beginnings, Wheeling has been a center of entertainment, recreation, culture and 

hospitality. As the National Road and the steamboat era brought settlers through Wheeling, cultural and 

entertainment activities grew – reading societies formed and entertainers such as Jenny Lind performed. The 

prosperity of the Victorian era brought stage entertainment and leisure activities that ranged from circuses on 

Wheeling Island to performances in the city’s many theaters. This tradition continued through the 20th century, 

with the establishment of the Wheeling Symphony, and in the 1920s, the advent of the country music industry 

in Wheeling with the founding of WWVA and the opening of the Capitol Theatre. Throughout the 20th century, 

the city has continued to build its entertainment and tourism infrastructure – developing national attractions 

such as the Capital Music Hall, Oglebay Park and the Festival of Lights – as the city adapted its economic 
base to new realities. 

 


