OPINIONS ON SLAVERY IN THE WHEELING AREA

As Bvidenced in the Pages of The Daily Intelligencer
1852.18580 -

By Jon Reed Donnelly

Ag the yesa
Ohio Valley city Wheeling, Virginia, slumbered along, unperturbed by the
happenings in the worid and nation.

rg 1859 and 1860 began their journey into history, the small
J»

During those years, Burcpe wasz raked by explosions and gunfire as
armies fought for continental domination. The defeat of the French at the
Battle of Solferino, Garibaldi's war for unity in Italy, and dispatches
describing the mysterious inhabitants of the newly opened island of Japan

won prime places in American newspapers.

In the United States, a presidential election was near and the popula-
tion turned its attention to the articulate and often heated Lincoln~Douglas
debates. In the South, plantation owners became rich and richer from the over-
gseas sales of their cotton crops. In the North, cities were caught up in the

whirlwind of the Industrial Revolution.

At the western terminus of the Baltimore and Ohio Railwsy lay Wheeling,
already "an iron town ¢of iwmposing proportions.”l Most residents of the
"sleepy Virginia town"” could arise each morning and per: .e the pages of
The Daily Intelligencer which, along with the Wheeling Union and the Wells-
burg Herald, was one of the more widely read publlc"+;oiq in the Northern

Panhandle.

Edi ed by Archibald W. Campbell and John F. McDermot, The Intelligencer,
founded in 1852, was staunchly Republican and favored the abolition of slavery.

‘News in those days was oftem scarce, but people's opinions were not;thus,
The Intelligencer was a forum for editorial and public opinion. Editorials
and articles £from local and national publications were freely reprinted. The
editors apparently kept their pens on the pulse.of the area and printed what
they believed would please and interest their readers. Replies from advocates
and adversaries were generally prlntea and made the paper a digest of the local
inhabitants' views. Carefully scanned, The Dallz Intexiigenger gerved as a
mein topic of conversation throughout the *eaL of the day. 1Its printed pages
were the voice of the Wheeling community.
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Aside from taking frequent political pokes at then President
James Buchanan, who was serving his last year in office, the pages of

The Daily Intelligencer, in the early portion of 1859, were taken up with ‘
Tocal and national events which would have little bearing on future history. 1
Shootings, strcet brawls and the like were of interest to the local inhabitants Y
and these stories were main paper features. L
In July, 1859, a short-lived but interesting controversy flared on the \

front pages of The Intelligencer. A religious sect called the Disciples had
openly denounced "slavery and its abettors.'? The privately written article

on the topic said that the group”s founder, Alexander Campbell,” who founded
Bethany College, had becn a "stockholder in human f£lesh” before 1859, but that

he was never an "advocatc of American slavery or any other kind per se.” The
writer, apparcntly trying to justify the bishop's previous slave holdings in

the light of the Disciples” denunciation, said that Campbell had always ''been

in accordance with the emancipation views of iir. (Henry) Clay.” The Stcubenville
Herald, a contemporary river port ncwspaper, picked up the tguchy matter and
attacked Campbell's ncw -osition on slavery as hypocritical.

The Intelligencer,in an unusual move, made no comment on the Campbell
issue, its editors apparcntly wanting no part in the freshly stirred, muddy waters.
In like manner, no comment was made on the following article, buried on page
threec .of The Daily Intelligencer under the headline "Colored Folks in Trouble':

Saturday last Tom Snowden, an old negro man ofrsteubenville,

and threc other sable gentlemen went on a wagon to West ~at
Liberty to carry off a slave girl, her child, mother and

brother, propcrtg of Josiah Chaplinc. Snowdcn was the .
family's father. ‘ _ -f

Citizens obscrved their actions, the article continued, and demanded the
carriage to halt under ''penalty of cold lead."” Snowden fought his white
accosters, but was subducd as were the other Negrocs. '"All negroes engaged in
the affair, slave and frece, were arrested, comaitted to jail by agnagistratc,
brought to this city (ilheeling), and safcly confined for trial.”

Both of these articles are significant in that no editorial comment cither
for or against thc pcople or actions involved was made. This was most uncommon
in The Daily Inteclligencer or any other American ncewspaper of the times. Note
should also be taken of the second news story; herce were whites who, whatever
their reasons, rcstrained free Negroes from frecing a family kept in bondage.

AS 1859 strugglced along, the Intelligencer took note of some of the more
unusual--under the circumstances--events occurring in neighboring states.
Campbell and McDermot began giving indication of their, and the rest of the
community's, fecelings on slavery. Commenting on a piece of news from
Dorchester County, Maryland, a large slave-owning county, the editors notced that
a mass condemnation of slavery and talk of disunity had taken place at a public "
mecting therg. The Daily Intelligencer callecd for a similar public mecting
in Wheeling.

Surcely itheeling, which owes all that che is to frec States

on cach side of her, and the frec countics above and below
her, has no sympathies with the would-bc rcopening 2 >
of the African slave trade or a cotton confederation of frece-
trade statos.lo
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That the ‘Jheeling arca possessed a large number of abolitionists
and others who opposcd the spread of slavery for various reasons is evidenced
in an Intelligencer cditorial concerning the Richmond Whig. The editorial
said, apparently with some satisfaction, that Ycstern Virginia residents
were no longer referrcd to by the pro-gjavery 7hig as "Black Republicans,
abolitionists, fanatics or traitors.” The xichmond paper, apparently in
an effort to win back a portion of the mountain pcoplc alienated by previous
articles concerTéng then, now referred to them asg "Northwestern Virginia
Frec Scilers." '

Commenting on the October 16, 1859, YHarpers Ferry Riot,"” Campbell
and IMcDermot voiced the belief that the violence contained a»lesson for both
northern and southern portions of Virginia:

Neither can we have in our midst four wmillion serfs,

whosc color, whose intcllect, whosc habits, whose everything
is different from the ruling clemcnt without the same
dangers that have always attended socicty in cvery country
where such a servile clement existed.

It is not difficult to see that onc rcason advanccd by anti-slavery
supporters and frec soilers in the Panhandle region was, to some extent,
utilitarian; it would bc better to abolish slavery or at least halt its sprcad
since its eventual dcmisc would be best for the nation. This utilitarian
view crops up in latcr articles and editorials.

During a time when The Intelligencer noted that "There was another
large house at thc Athcnacum 1% to witness 'Uncle Tom's Cabin,'"" " an article
written by an unnamcd author appeared on the front page of the morning paper.
The writer held the superiority of the white racc, but saw that Negroes werc
climbing the social ladder and would begin prescenting problems, probably soon.
Stating that he cared not for abolitionists, the writer went on to say:

We nmust look to the future of both races. Jefferson
hoped for a negro migration to Central America, a
colonization of the racc. Something of this sort has got
to be done.

He said he fcared anothur Santo Domingo (Haltl) typc rcbellxon and
took displecasure in_the fact that alrcady "mulattocs arc - imter- -breeding and
poisoning whitcs."

This was another side of the slavery issuc in the Panhandle and The
Intelligencer was not afraid of bringing it to the forc on its front page.

Historian Earl Chapin liay also points out that therc were pro-slavery elements
in the region when he says:

Although the three Northern Panhandle countics of
Brooke, Chio and Marshall numbered only 149 slaves
in a population of 45,358,..there were plenty of
Panhandlc fricnds of the Confederacy.



Wheeling newsdealers darced not keep on their shelves a

book by a North Carolinian discussing the cconomic dis-
advantages of slavery. A Baptist minister was forced to leave
the city becausc he had taught colored children to rcad in his
Sunday school. Republican moctin%g and proccssions were
broken-up by stonc-throwing mobs.

Thus, as the ycar 1859 ended and the decade of the 60's began, the differ-
ences over slavery in and awmong the population of ifheeling and surrounding
areas became morc pronounced and would become morc so as the presidential clection

in November, 1860, drcw necar. Tension and emotion would rise in the Panhandle

and the deep gulf scparating Northwest and Southcast Virginia would grow cven
broader.

A Wheeling arca resident, whose article Campbell and McDermot also deemed
worthy to place on. the front page of The Daily Intclligencer,expressed his belicf
that time was thc most cffective remedy for the slave issue. The essay, cntitled
"A Gurious View of the Destiny of the Negro Elemcent in This Country,® explorcd
the possibilitics for the futurc of both frec and slave blacks. Was colonization
the answer to the problem? The author admitted that this was inadequate and
impossible as a final solution. Prompt cmancipation? He fecarcd an immediatc
upheaval between whites and Negroes throughout the nation. But time, he said,
was, in his opinion, thc answer. He saw the futurc amalgamation of the two races: 19

The amalgamation has begun in the lower strata of our

social systom.20 Centurics pcrhaps may pass before it will
ascend to the highest grades. 1In a word, we believe that at
some distant datc in the futurc, this amalgamation of the
races will be thoroughly complete. . The Anglo-Saxon race will
be depresscd but only temporarily.’.

Some days later, the old fcud between Panhandle and Picdmont broke out ancw
when a Wheeling district state scnator was rapped by his fellow senators in

Richpond as a "Black Rcpublican,” a term Campbcll and McDermot cared for' not at
all. :

Differences between western and tidewater arcas of Virginia were becomilng
more prevalent in the carly portion of 1860, particularly in rcgard to slavery
and the unity of the United States. The Intcelligencer, cspousing the principles
of the Republican Party, voiced strong support for the Union and firmly opposcd
any actions which might lcad to its dissolution.?3 This stand was opposed, as
was The Intelligencer's anti-slavery views, by the Wheeling Union, the
Republican paper's dircct competitor.

A third local ncwspaper, the Wellsburg Herald, contrasted the two city
papers' slavery vicws by saying:

As to thce main question which is dividing the country into
North and South, we arc in a statc of practical indifference,
though somc affcct a kind of religious vencration for the insti-
" tutgonof slavery which to others, who cannot take such a sublimagcd
vicw of a clecarly abstract proposition, scems highly ridiculous.
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On July 2, 1860, The Daily Intelligenccr camc out in support of the
Republican presidential ticket of Abraham Lincoln of Illinois and Hannibal Hamlin
of Mainc, and asked its rcaders to support thesc candidates also.26 Regarding
their policy during the cempaign, the Intclligencer's coditors stated:

We have stcadily cndeavored...to make the columns of tho
Intclligencer a fair reflcction of the pelitical scntiments,
specches and gencral carryings on of the city and vicinity.
...we have not--ncither do we intend to ashk--a single vote
for Lincoln that docs not_result from an important discussion
of his just claims to it.

Shortly after this stotemcnt of editorial policy, a writer commented on
the Dred Scott Decision. His essay for The Intelligencer said southern men had
made it quitce clcar that:

...1f slavery is abolished, if statutory protcction as
they call it, for their property is not granted, trouble
will come. If the southern men arc making just and
Constitutional dcmands upon us, grant their demands
instantly; no dclay, no hesitation, no cvagion.

But, the author contended, their demands werce ncither just nor Constitutional,
and he went on to attack Justice Roger B. Taney's decision on Dred Scott:
YAs a patron of the slave trade, as a pro-slavery propagandist, he descrves to
take rank with thc most zcalous Southern firc-cater in coxistence.™

Again showing the other side of the opinion toward slavery in the Panhandle,
The Intelligencer published 2nother essay, this onc on the meaning of truc
democracy., - The writer went to great lengths to cxplain that noble institution
upon whigB the Unitced States had been founded--but never made reference to Negro
slavery.

The presidential clection was beginning to loom larger on the Western
Virginia horizon in the autumn of 1860, and cditors Campbell and McDermot wastad
no timc publishing their praises for the Republican contcenders, while at the sanmc
time lashing out at their opponents. They singled out Stephen A. Douglas as. a
prime target for their blazing attacks:

Mr. Douglas says he does not carc whether slavery in the
Territorics 1s voted up or voted down. That is the
diffcrenee between him and the peoplc. They do care. A
large portion of them want to sce it Votcg up, and a still
larger portion want to sce it voted down.

Beforc the residents of the Panhandle region werce to cast their ballots on
November 6, The Daily Intclligencer was hawked on the strects with perhaps its
strongest cditorial rccommendations for Lincoln and condcmnation of slavery:

If the people decide next Thursday that slavery may
be cxtended into our vast territorial domain, who can
say when or where its growth and cxpansion can be checked.
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If they decide that this government shall be, as it

has too long becn, subservient to the wishes of that
ultra pro-slavery power, which has ruled with such a
strong hand and has filled the federal officcs with

corruption in nalntalnlng its- strcngth then can we

ever hope for a changc7

And on clection day itsclf, Campbcll and licDermot made a last and urgent
appeal to the "Republicans of Wheeling's

...you that arc frece to vote in this frce city of ours,
remember the thousands of our brethren throughout other
parts of the state and in the South who arc not frec to
vote their principles today...help them to break down the
despotism that_surrounds those who do not cnjoy your
pr1v11cgcs...

By late NOVCNbuL, the nation and the Northern Panhandlce knew that it had
c¢lected Abraham Lincoln to be its new President.

Storm clouds that had shrouded the presidential clection werc apparcntly
blown away aftcr the clcetion results werce known, and The Intclligencer
closed out the memorable ycar of 1860 with an optimistic prediction.

"The revolutionary spirit in the South is cvidently subsiding,” the editors
said, "and in a very short time we shall hcar nothing nore of it."

Five months later, on April 13, 1861, thc United States fortress
at Charleston, South Carolina, Fort Sumter, was firced upon hcralding the
beginning of the Civil YJar.

Footnotcs

1. Earl Chapin iay, Pr1nc1plo to Wheeling 1715-1945 (New York:
Harper and Brothers Publlshcrs, 1945), p. 115.

2. Charles A. Uingerter (ed.), History of Greater Wheeling and Vicinity
(New York: The Lewis Publishing Co., 1942), p. 199,

3, Daily Intclligencer (Wheeling), July 2, 1859.

4, A cousin of Intclligencer Editor Campbell.

5. Daily Intclligencer (Wheeling), July 8, 1859.

6. 1Ibid. July 7, 1859.

7. 1Ibid.

8. 1Ibid,
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10. 1Ibid.
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BISHOP VAN DE VELDE'S JOURNEY
DOWN THE OHIO, 1831

By Clifford 11. Lewis, S5.J.

During the carly part of the 19th Century, many famous Jesults assigned
to western missions traveled the National Road to Vheeling and there boarded
boats for St. Louis and cven more distant scenes. One of these was Father Peter
DeSmet, noted missionary who represented the causc of Sitting Bull to
President Lincoln.

Very few of thesc missionarics recorded their impressions of “‘heeling. One
notablc exception was Jcosuit James Oliver van de Velde, later Bishop of Chicago
and then Bishop of Natchez. :

Bishop van dc Vclde was born in Flanders in 1771 and camec to the Jesuit
Novitiate at Georgetown in 1817. After his ordination hc was sent to St. Louis
College in 1831, passing through Wheeling on the journey.

Before being urged into the cpiscopacy, he was president of St. Louis
University, vice-provincial of the Missouri Province, and founder of -the Osage
Indian Mission. He spoke and wrote French, Italian and Spanish and gave
instructions in German and Polish. He died of yellow fever in 1855:- The
writer, in the Summer of 1967, identified his tombstonce at the Jesuit Novitiate
at Florissant, lio., ncar St. Louis. Following arc lectters he wrote in 1831
during his trip down thc Ohio. These letters were translated from the original
French and appecarcd in the Woodstock Letters, vol. 10 (1881), pp. 63-64., They
are presented herc through the courtesy of the Very Rev. Father Provincial
of the Maryland Province, Society of Jaesus. ' ' '

Conditions in Wheeling

"theeling, October 9, 1831

"Je arrived at this place this morning at 2 o'clock. We were so tired
that we went to bed almost immediately after our arrival. There was a boat
which was to lcave for Gincinnati at 5 o'clock ..ll. Being assurcd, howcver,
that there would be other boats in the afternocn, we rested until seven '
o'clock. We then took a walk in the city to find out whether therc was
any chance either to cclebrate or hear Mass. e found the Catholic Church
there all in disorder: no altar, no vestments, the pancs of glass in the
sashes broken, cte. lirs. Kennedy, 3 at whose housc we went for information,
told us that it was impossible to celebrate the Holy iysteries, as they were
going to repair the interior of the Church, and cverything was in confusion.
Catholics of the place had not had any opportunity to hecar Th¢ Mass or approach
the Sacraments sincc the sccond Sunday in May, when iir, Miles, of Zanesville, camc
here through charity. Father Roloff? resided there for some months, but as hc
is not a very cloquent prcacher, thcy did not trcat him well, and he was forccd
to lecave them. This is onc of the rcasons for which the Archbishop refuses
them a resident priest. Here we are, then, in Uhecling, after having traveled
from Baltimore night and day without resting, in order to be here in time to say
or hecar Mass. Finc hopes indeed! Today is Sunday and to-morrow will be
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the feast of St. Francis dc Borgia, and no Mass! We¢ are through
with our dinner, and now wc are going to take a walk together.

Farcwcll.

Your rmost devoted."

- Lodgings at Wheeling House

"Jheeling, October 10, 1831

nYesterday, in the course of the afternoon, we went to see the town. It
had rained a great dcal, and the strects werc almost impassable. Most of the
streets are not paved, and are full of dirt and £ilth of all kinds. It is a
real hole. However, cverything seems to prosper. Wc have taken our lodging
at the Wheeling House, kept by 2 certain Mr. William King, of Martinsburg,
Virginia, who is an acquaintancc of Father McShorry.7 His hotel is in very
good condition. It is not inferior to Barnum's, and thc price is the same,
one dollar and a half a day. The ex-Sccretary, Eaton, arrived here this
morning, and we took dinncr and supper with him, his wife and his sister-in-law,
Yesterday we found no opportunity to start for Cincinnati. This morning we
went to examinc the manufacgories. They well descrve the inspection, particu-
larly the glass works, ctc. There arce two coal mines in the mountain back of
Wheeling. I went some distance into onc of them, and would have gone decper,
but the place was very dark, and one of the workmen told me thet it was very
dangerous, becausc somctimes pieces of coal and stonc get loose from the ceiling,
and, owing to this, scveral accidents have taken placc. There was no danger
where I was then standing, for the ceiling was supported by planks. I found onc
of my acquaintances in Yheeling. I was much surprisced when, knocking at the door
of Mrs. Magruder,o a Catholic widow who has carc of the Church, to sce it opcned
by George King of Georgetown, who_ had studied philosophy with me at College.
After his leaving the noviciate, he took to the study of law. He is now marriced,
and he tcaches school. 1 baptized onc of his children, George Alexander.”

Aboard the Stecamer "Emigrant”

"ifarictta, October 11, 1831

vWe have now rcached onc of the towns of Ohio. I went on shore to be
able to say that I have been in that State. This small town, situated on the
river bank, is pretty cnough and well pecopled. Ve left Marietta at 7 o'elock A.IL.
We left Wheeling last cvening at about 5 o'clock, on board the steamer
”Emigran_t,"-:12 Captain Ircland, and alrcady we arc cighty miles from Wheeling.
Nothing worth noticing has happened.

I am, ctc. '
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A Look at Blcnnerhassctit

"Guyandott, Qctober 12, 1831

“Yesterday, after lcaving Marictta, we passced the Island and the town of
Parkersburg, situated at the mouth of the Little {ionhawa.13 Shortly after,
we ceasted the Island of BDlennerhassctt, rendered famous by the conspiracy of
the Vice-President, faron Burr, against the government of the United States. 14
It was about 9 o'clock in the foreppon. At about 1 ofclock in the afternoon
we passed the Island of Buffington” and at 3 o'clock, the Island and the Falls
of letart. The water was so high that we passcd over the rocks o§7the Falls.
In the evening we rcached Gallipolis, the capital of Gallie County. That small
town was settled by a colony of French, and most of the inhabitants speak Freneh.
Towards 12 o'clock in the night we anchored, on account of a very thick fog,
which had risen. ilc were then only five or six miles from Guyandotte, 18
which is at the mouth of the Big Kenhawa, where we arrived this morning at
half past 6 o'clock. Here, several of our traveling companions left the boat.
Here, too, is the terminus of the new route from Yashington to Ohio, via
Fredericksburg, in Virginia. We hope to arrive in Cincinnati to-morrow.

Believe me, cte. ™
Footnotcs -

1. Wheeling, at the end of the National Road whose itheeling terminus was
completed in 1813, considered itself "at the hcad of year-round navi-
gation on the Chio River." From the time when RNobert Fulton introduced
his New Orlcans to Ohio River traffic in 1811, iThecling became a familiar
stcamboat port and boat-building ccnter. '

2. ‘According to Father John M. Lenhart, O.F.ii. Cap., in his History of
St. Alphonsus Church, pp. 13-14, the first Catholic church, called
St. Mary's, was a wooden structurc 40x60 fcet, crceted in 1822 at the
southeast corner of Perry and Fourth Strects (now Bleventh and Chapline),
on ground donated by Noah Zane in 1818,

3. The oldest itheeling dircctory, published in 1839, lists a David Kennedy,
carpet and coverlet wcaver, rcar of 48 Main Strect, South Vhceling,
and a Robert Kennedy, toilor, on Alley No. 10, between Fifth and
Sixth Strcets. i

4. This was Father iiilcs, 0.P., who afterwards becanc Bishop of Nashville,
Tennessce. poninicans from St. Rose, Vashington county, Kentucky,
cstablished a convent of their order at Somersct, Ohlo, in 1819,
and at a later date they also took charge of a church in Zancsville,
Yoodstock Letters, vol., 10, p.63 notc 1.
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Father Francis Rolof (or Roloff) left his name on baptismal records in
Wheeling and surrounding towns in Ohio and Pennsylvania in 1828 and 1829.
A native of Bavaria, he was ordained by srchbishop Carroll in Baltimore
on Junc 11, 1803, and labored among German-spcaking congregations at
Conewago, Pa., and Philadelphia before coming to Vheeling. When Father
van de Velde came through Wheeling he was stotioned at Martinsburg, W.vVa.
His last assignment was in Boston as pastor of the German Holy Trinity
Church, Scec Lenhart, pp. 14-15.

Francis Borgia was the third Father-General of the Jesuit Order and
responsible for the strengthening of the Order's missionary cffort
throughout the world. He cntered religion following the death of his
wifc and a successful carcer as a statesman in Spain.

Father %illion licSherry was onc of the most pnroninent of the Provincials
of the Maryland Province of the Jesuit Order, at that timc cmbracing
Eastern Uaited States.

John Henry Eaton (1790-1856), had just resigned as Sccretary of Var
during a dissolution of Jackson's cabinct over the rcfusal of Washington
socicty to accept Baton's marriage to "Peggy O'leale,” daughter of a
Washington tavernkeeper. Eaton, whose first marriage was to Jackson's
ward, Myra Lewis, had been Scnator from Tennessce. Subscquent to his
resignation of the cabinet post, he held positions as Governor of Florida
and Minister to Spain. :

Fathcr van dc Velde probably visited the Wheeling Flint Glass-Works

of Ritchic & Vheat, in the opinion of the late Carl Gustkey, of the
Imperial Glass Company, Bellaire, COhio, and an authority on Wheeling

glass. By 1835 therc were five glass houscs and two cutting establishments
in Wheeling.

A Mrs. Louisa ilagruder is listed in the Wheeling dircctory of 1839 as a
widow and school nistress, conducting classcs at her own residentiel
address, 125 Fourth Strcet.

The Jesuit noviceship consists of two years of prayer, work, and

spiritual cxcrciscs., Neither of the Kings mentioned by Van de Velde appears
in the 1839 city dircctory.

The ship Emigrant docs not appcar in the scveral lists consulted by the
cditor of thesc letters.

Proper spelling of the river flowing into the Ohio at Parkersburg is
Little Kanawha, bascd on an Indian namc.

Aaron Burr stopped at Blennerhassctt Island and succceded in involving
Lord Blenncrhassett to some extent in his western political ambitions.
Somec featurcs of the Blennerhassctt Mansion arc still visible. Cf.revicw
of Philbrick's book, this issuc.

Buffington Island is opposite the town of Sherman, a few miles north of
Ravenswood.
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16.

17.
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The Fells of Letart today scarcely merit the name of rapids, but werc
somctimes mentioned by carly travelers. They arce at the town of Letart,
where the Ohio trends northward between Mt., Alto and Mason.

Gallipolis was scttlced by a colony of French in the yecar 1791. The

title to their land proved defective, and most of the colonists, originally
several thousand in number, rceturned to France. T[Father Badin, who was

sent by Bishop Carroll to the Catholic scttlers of Kentucky in 1793, spent
several days at Gallipolis, when on his way down the Ohio.

Woodstock Letters, article cited, p. 64, note 1.

Father van de Velde is wrong in his identification of river or town.
Guyandottc, the terminus of the James Niver & Kanawha Turnpike, was ¢s-
tablished in 1310 at the mouth of the Guyandotte River on the outskirts
of present-day Huntington. Point Pleasant is at the wmouth of the Big
Kanawha.

I)iQ\li/vd by the Ohio County Public Library ‘ \\'|1u‘|ing, WV ‘ www .ohiocountylibrary .org
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EIGHTEENTH CENTURY PATHS, ROADS OR TRAILS! .

By Dclf Norona

Twenty-one years ago The Horn Papers, Barly VYestward movement on the.
Monongahcla and Upper Ohio 1765-1795 was published in ilaynesburg, Pa.
The publication was bascd on what werc asscrted to be original documents,
forgotten for gencrations. They dealt mainly with the carliest pioneers of
Western Pennsylvania and Horthwestern Virginia.

Soon after its appecarance The Horn Papers publication was denounced by a
recognized authority on the carly history of ilestern Penmnsylvania, the charge
being that "the conclusion is inescapable that lorge parts of the documcntary
matcrials...diarics, maps; court records...arc sheer fabricetions.”

Subscquently a committec to investigate The Horn Papers was organized
under sponsorship of The Institute of Early iAmcrican History and Culture at
Williamsburg. Dr. 3olen J. Buck, then Archivist of the United States, was
appointed chairman. The writer of these notes was sclected to represent
West Virginia. 4s timc went on we had access to the purported originals, and soon
many anachronisms and historical inconsistencics were noted.

Many words werc included in the Papers which had not come into usc beforc
the 19th Century. There were references to "Indion trails,” onc as carly as
1735, and on somc naps the locations of trails werce shown by namc.

By rcason of our interest in maps, much time has becen spent in cxamining
original records, particularly thosc dealing with Virginia and pennsylvania,
in quest of the carlicst usc of the word "trail" or its cquivalent during the
18th Century. Uec can report that the word "trail' had not gotten into the
English (Amcrican) language before the beginning of the 19th Century. The words
"Indian path' or "Indion road® werce the descriptive terms used before 1300.

The results of the investigation werc published in an article, "The Mystcry
of the Horn Papers,' The YJilliam and HMary Quarterly, October, 1947, pp. 409-445.
Discussion of the word "trail" appecars on p. 430, note 37.

True, in a roccntly published book in. English there is included the
translated journal of a German missionary to T nnvylvanla Indlans in the mid-10th
Century. In this, rcfcrcnco is made to an Indian "trail. However, in the book's
introduction, it ld pointed out thet the manuscript Journal was written in German
and that what appcars in the book is a translation. : -

It is quitec probable that the German word 'icg' was usced in the original,
"eg" meaning. lay, noad, noute, and that it was inadvertently translated
"trail.” 1If "pfad"” had bcen used in the original, it probably would have been
translatcd '"path."

The following is a sclected listing of the words '"pathY or ''road"” from 1607
to 1796. Additional citations could be included, but they would be mercly
cunulative,
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References to specific Indian paths or roads in the West Virginia Northern
Penhandle, most of which cxtend into Ohio and Pennsylvani®, are omitted. These
will be discusscd in a later issuc of this publication, it is hoped, together
with the reproduction of a2 contemporary map, 2s well as a map showing the general
routes of Indian paths in our Wheeling arca.

1607:

"Observations gathercd out of a discoursc of the Tlantation of the’
Southerne colonic in Virginia by the English, 1606: Written by...George iercey,™
Edward Arber (cd.) Travels and Works of Captain John Smith (Edinburgh, 1910},

v. 1, pp. lxv, 1lxvii, :

This discoursc was taken by Arber from Turchas, Tilgrimes, v. 4.

In mentioning a visit on May 5, 1607, to thc Rapahannos Towne, ercy states:

Wee pdsscd through the Woods in fine paths, hauing most plecasant
Springs... ’

The ninctecenth day (May, 1607) ny sclfc and three or .
foure more walking into the Woods, by chance wee espied a
pathway like to an Irish pacc...Wee traced along some fourc
miles...

vacc: 4 pass or passage.]

1703

MSS ‘document in Virginia State Library, Richmond, Va. Trinted in Calendar
EE Virginia Statc Zapers. (Richmond, 1875),v. 1, p. 32. i

In a2 grant of land by the Governor of Virginia, October 23, 1703, it is
recited: :

Beginning at two Red Oakes & a pine by tho Fast Side
of Lotobago path, thcnce cast.

1744

“At a council held sAugst 6th 1744, Wilmer L. Hall (ed.)’ Exccutlve
Journals, Council of Colonial Virginia.(Richmond, Va., 1945), v, 5] pp. 156 57-

This Day was rcad the Treaty concluded at Lancaster. .with’
~the six unitced Nations of Indians & their lelcasc of all their
Rights to all the Lands within this Colony und it was Order d that
part of it rclating to the ilcads agreed to be printed in the
Publick Gazette ...

Digitized by the Ohio County Public Library | W heeling, WV | www.o riocountylibrary.org
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1749

A map EE-Pchsilvania, Ncw>Jefscy...By Lewils Evans., MDCCXLIX.

Leading from the Susquchanna river are shown: 'Tath to Wioming, "4 Tath to
Shamokin scarcec passable for 3 stecep mountains,” "The new Path," "Allegeny Dath."

1750-51-

Christopher Gist's Journal September 11, 1750 Lois Mulkearn (ed.),
George Mercer rapers (Tittsburgh,1954), pp. 8, 19-20, 22-23, 31:

i 0ct 31 . 3et out frum ... old Town on Totomack River in
Maryland, and went along an old Indian path ...

{Feb 17! 1r. Montour then procceded to deliver them a
nessage ... 'You nmade a 2oad for our Brothers the English to come
and trade among you ...°'

; Feb 26 = The Twigtweces delivered the following answer ...
'We have madc a Road as far as the Sca to the Sun-rising ...'

Mar 1. The following speech from the Twigtces...'Brothers We
present you with this bundlc of skins, as wc arc but poor to be for
shoes for you on the Qload ...°'

; May 19 3ct out for iloanocke, and as we had now @ Tath, We
got there the samc night.'

1751:

A map of the inhabitecd part of Virginia ... drawn by Joshua Fry & Peter
Jefferson in 1751. [Iondonj

This map, of which there werce many subsequcent cditions, shows an "Indian

Road" running southwestyamly between the Totomac and South Branch. Further to

the cast there is delincated "Indian jload by the Trcaty of Lancaster."
West of the New Qiver there is an "Indian oad," and, leading south from
the Roanoke River into North Carolina there is, "The Trading Tath leading to the

Catawbau (sic) &c Chcrokce Indian Nations.”

The map also shows "Waggon woad" in two placcs south of the Totomac
river. These presumably were built by white mcn,

Digitized by the Ohio County Public Library | W heeling, WV | www.o riocountylibrary.org
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1754

P

The Journal of lajor Gecorge Washington, scent by the Hon. lobert Dinwidd

ic...

to the GCommandant of thc French forces on Ohio...(ﬁzlliamsburg, 1754), p. 21:

The Day following [Dec. 27, 1753 just after we had passed a
Place called the lMurdering-Town Ton the southcastern fork of Beaver
Cree@], where we intended to quit the Tath, and steer across the
Country for Shannapins Town, we fell in with a party of French Indians.

1762:

Speech to Indians at Lancastcr, :a., Aug. 27, 1762. Dcnna. Archives,
4th Series. wv. 3, pp. 171-72;:

the Fort at Shamokin stood upon your Varrior's
path. .

John Harris's Housc, standing on your Warriors' ath,
would be a good placc for a Trading Housc ...

... the i1l treatment your YWerriors met with in Virginia, in
those places where your War path passcs through the settled part of
that Colony; and you have now desired me to write to the Governor
of Virginia that as therc are scttlers on your Jar path, whereby it is
stopped, he would causc it to be opened.

... all the way from Harris' Fcrry to lotownack, the White
people arec scttled very thick, so that should your Varriors now
usc that rath, frequent differences ... might arisc.

... the Varriors in casc they arc deternined to go to Var,
that they would pursuc the old War path fron Shanokin ...

In compliance with the above request the Governor of rennsylvania wrote
Governor Fauquicr of Virginia Oct., 2, 1762, mentioning the Indian War path

~

1766, 1772.

Franklin B. Dexter (ed.), Diary of David McClurce. (New York, 1899) pp.
16, 33, 43, 49, 59,

July 1766...1Hc groped in the darkncss, anmong the trees to
find the path.

Aug...lode...to Fort Stanwix...Therc was no path. A new path
had been marked by the Indians, by cutting thce bark of the trees.

In 1772 McClure stortced on his mission to the Indians in Ohio.

Aug 12 §1772) ... On the western side of the Appalachians
the descent into rath Valley was steep.

Aug 18 ... our horses frequently wandered from the path.

Digitized by the Ohio County Public Library | W heeling, WV | www.o riocountylibrary.org
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After leaving Tittsburgh for Muskingum:
Sept. 5...Mr. Gibson... {sent] his scrvant a few miles further to

show us the path. The roads through this Indian country are no more
than a singlc horsc path, among the trces.

s (Sept.™ 19. Our path had led us along the North bank of the
pleasant river Ohio.

ca. 1774

Instructions by Capt. Um. lussell to scouts. Uilliam Ireston papers,
Draper MSS 30Q0Q18. Documcntary History of Dunmorc's Yar (Madison, Wis., 1905),
pp.4-5.

...you arc to procced to the head of Towels Vally, where
you arc particularly, on, and near the Warriours path to look
for Indioan signs...You nust follow the wator courses...as low as the
Hunters road...

On p. 47 of Dunmorc’'s War there is printed a lectter, Arthur Cempbell to
Col. Wm. Ireston, Junc 23, 1774:

I have rccommended it to the Spy, that gocs from Holston
... to obscrve the path.

' 1776:

H. . McElwalne (cd.), Journals of the Council OL the State of Vlrglnla
(Richmond, 1931), 1, pp. 172-73,

"~ Journal ¢ntry for Sept. 24, 1776: '...rcinforcing some
men, who were collected at Tigers Valley for the defence of that
Country, the path thro' which the Northern Indlans nust be cxpected
to invade our Country..."

1778 :

A tOngranhlcal uﬂscrlptlon of Virginia, Pcnnsylvania... By Thomas Hutchins,
(London, 1778), p. 23.

... zGreat Salt Lick Creeck, is rcmarkablc...5mall boats may go
to the crossing of the war Tath without any impediment.

The Topographical deseription was explanatory of an accompanying map by Hutchins,
A New Map of thc iiestern vrarts of Virginia, rcnnsylvania ... by Thos. Hutchins.
(London,1778)".

Digitized by the Ohio County Public Library | W heeling, WV | www.o riocountylibrary.org
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The map shows no "tralls,"” but many "roads" are delincated as well as
"Indian paths.” 4n "Indian Tath" is shown leading from Mingo Town on the Ohio
river north of VVheeling, to the Muskingum .liver. Just opposite the Scioto liver
in Ohio therc is shown, "Thc path to the Cuttawa Country.”

1789:

"Manner in which the American Indians carry on war,'" Amcrican Museun.
(vhiladelphia, Fcb.,1739), v. 5, pp. 148-49.

Common rTaths

They have their accustomed paths, thot they have established
by long usage and nwutual convenicnece, through which they travel.
.An implicit law of nations has made thesce paths inviolable...

1794;

History of the Mission of the United Brethren anong the Indians 1n North aAnmcrica.
George Henry Loskicl. (London, 1794), p. 102.

i

They travel through the woods for days together, without
any tracc of a path, and yet never go astray...

1796:

Charles Elliott (cd.), Lifc of the ilev. lobert il. oberts. (New Yofk, 1344),
pp. 37-33. -

" Travel notcs of Bishep iioberts made in 1796:

An old Indian path called the Kuskuskia Tath, and leading
from Casscwago to Kuskuskia, a place on the Beaver .liver. ,

Two Indian dictionarics, probably prepared before 1800 though published in
later years, shed light on the word Tath or lioad:

David Zeisberger, who died in 1808, preparcd a manuscript Indien dictionary.
This was not printed until 1337, bearing the title Zeisberger's Indian Dictionary.
(Cambridge, Mass., 1887). The words PTath and ilcad are given with their Declawarce
cquivalent, Ancy. No mention is made of the word Trail in the Zeisberger dictionary.

The Historical Socicty -of Iennsylvania published in 1888,'A Lenape-English
Dictionary, fronm 2n anonyunous MS 1n the Moravian Church at Bethlchen, fa., on page 21
of which therc is glven the Delaware word Ancy, with its Engllsh definition: road,
walking road, path. No rcference is made to Trail.

"The introduction of the word "trail” into our language will be taken up in a
subscquent issuc, together with a discussion of specific Indian paths in our iest
Virginia ranhandlec. 4 review of a book on Pennsylvania paths is contained in
this issue.



BOOK REVIEWS

The Pirst Frontior:Lifo in Colonial America
By John C. Miller

Dell, 1966 :

Dell Laurel edition, No. 2546

In recent years the American rcading public has often turned its attention toward
works of what has bcen called '"social history"--the study of men as social
individuals and of men's social interactions. To the historian, this is a relatively
untrod path to the past, for most historians of the last hundred years. have con-
cerned themselves with men's political and cconomic lives. To thé reader of history,
social history prescnts a new window into the past, and a most illuminating window

at that, for it reveals that those who pcopled the world in past centurics, while
capable of astonishing diffcrences from our contemporary lives, were, after all,
quite the samc as oursclves.

John C. Miller, a distinguished Amecrican historian who has donc notable work

“in the Federalist Period, cspecially his Crisis in Freedom: The Alien and Sedition

Acts; has written here a study of American colonial socicty which cmploys a warm

and witty literary style, spiced with well-cdited sclcctions from the writings of the
colonials themselves. This is social history at its best, a window on the American
past for all to look through, an opcn window through which the voices of the past
come clearly--Benjomin Franklin's witty impertincence, Cotton Mather's tone of decep
pessimism, Crevecocur's try of impassionced romanticism. It does not purport to bc
a work of deep or original scholarship; it is bascd on previously published histor-
ical sources and has nonc of the carmarks--numcrous footnotes or extensive bibliog-
raphy--of the rcscarch paper. The book is clearly intended for popular consumption
and is designed to introducc us to the colonial Americans, to show us oursclves in
cmbryo. What comes through to us again and again is the esscential humanity of these

-early Americans; strippcd of the distance of time andrbrought up close to the eyc of

the reader, they arc revecaled as neither saints: nor sinners, but as fellow men in
all that phrasec implics.

In the center of his stage, Professor Miller displays the colonial as a man
who happily adapted himsclf to a free socicety, to a new social milieu which was
free from the restraints of European customs and institutions. This carly
American used his new social freedom in conjunction with the unparalleled ceconomic
opportunitics of the land to engage in the unrestrained pursuit of happiness both
for himself and for his socicty--in Miller's words, "in ;the colonists'j cyes,
America was the land of opportunity--and that was all they asked of it.”

This conclusion may appear to be all too obvious, but it is refreshing to find
an-historian, aftcr all of these years of motive-sceking in Freud and Marx and

-Darwin, who sees the foundation of the American character as having been simply

the eager responsc of free men to a unique opportunity to better themselves
religiously, politically, socially, and, most particularly, economically. (In

this respect, the rcader may well wish to follow Miller's book with o

Daniel Boorstin's The Americans: The Colonial Experience, a work which, not wholly
in agreement with Miller, complements his work and provides a theoretical. framework
in which to view the American colonial society.)

Some might criticize-the organization of the book, for it treats the colonial
period as a whole, comparing and contrasting the characteristics of eolonial
society throughout thc Thirteen Colonies and over the one hundred and seventy or
more years of their cxistence. Yet, once again, the book is not intended as a
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definitive piece of scholarship but as a book to be rcad and absorbed and enjoyed.
It is factually accuratc cven if its perspective is a bit broad.  What it loses

in total definition by not treating its subject scctionally and chronologlcally,
it gains in clarity and rcadability.

Nearly the first third of the book is spent in delincating the first arcas
of colonial socicty of Virginia, New England, and Pennsylvania. TFrom herc L
Professor Miller turns to a chapter-by-chapter disscction of the social customs
‘and institutions of the period: "Sports and Recreations,” "Life on a Southern
Plantation,” "Social Rank and Dress," and so forth, These essays present a many-
sided view of the colonial man, his family, and his social 1ife. Each chapter
ends with a bricf bibliography of four or five books which deal with the material

contained in thc essay, offering the rcader a chance to increase his knowledge of

any facet which intrigucs him.

This is a delightful book,
men and fiery deeds,

events which laid down the foundations for our own socicty.

a clear view of our past--not the past of great
but that of little men and quict moments, those almost hidden

It is a book for all

who are intcrested in history--and espccially it is a book for those who have
been uninterested in history, who have viewed the past as a time both lifcless

and meaningless. -- John ack

A Banner in the Hills:
Statehood

By George Ellis Moorc
Appleton-Century-Crofts, 1963

test Virginia’s

In this volume, Mr. Moorc sets himself
the task of reviewing the history of
West Virginia from the secession of the
State of Virginia in 1861 to the ac-
ceptance of the ncw State into the
Union in. 1863, Beginning with a des-
cription of the diffcrcnces that divi-
ded Western Virginians from their fel-
low citizens in Coastal Virginia, Mr.
Moore goes on to cxplain why they now
found- it necessary to crcate a new:
state against not only the objections
of Confederate Virginia but those of
many Unionists as well. He gives a
brief description of the various nmeet-
ings and conventions which resulted

in the Constitutional Convention in
Whuellng which finally detcrmined the
name and. form of the new State. From
there the author shifts his attention-
to Washlngton where onp051tlon and
delays were finally cvercome so that
loyal counties of Appalachian Virginia
might become the thirty-fifth state of
the Union.

But Mr. Moorc shows clearly that

- He decvotces more than half of his book to

‘e

>

it was not simply in convention halls and
congresses that West Virginia was made.

-

the campaigns in the field from the Battle
of Thilippi to the Imboden-Jones raid.

The aggressive Southern forays into the
mountains sprcad fear and confusion as far
north as Wheeling, but their greatest cf-
fect was to alienate the mountaineers still
further from the cause of Virginia and to
fix their determination to be forever free
from Tidewater domination.

Although the book lacks a bibliography,
there is copious documéntation in the foot-
notes, whilc a series of appéndices give
the esscntial. documents in the story of
the statehood movement. Throughout, the
book is written with considerable precis-
ion and accuracy. Events and persons are
pinpointed in such a way that the volume
should be 2 useful reference work for
years to come. P

» On the other hand, the style lecaves }
a good deal to be desired. Surely such Fa

" drama th cvents as the Civil War and the =«

-~ - - e T -
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founding of & new statc call for some-
thing more than a dry recitation of facts.
A little more energy and color would

have turned a uscful history into a mon-
umental one. :

In his detailing of military cam-
paigns, Mr. Moore is ccrtainly quite
thorough, and one wonders at times
whether it is worth going into the minu-
tiae of brief engagements and fruitless
marches, especially when thc reader is
left to follow thesc military movements
wothout a single detailed campaign map.
Too often, the story of some minor mili-
tary evolution is told in full with no
hint of its significance to the over-all
story of West Virginia's statchood being
given. Prerhaps thesce details could have
been omitted and larger space devoted to
the political struggle over statchood.

Despite the cxtensive coverage given
to these events, the background of much
of the political in-fighting remains
unclear. The remarkablc about-face of
John S. Carlile, the father of West Vir-
ginia gtatehood, who then opposed it in
Washington, is duly notcd, but the spec-
ulation over his rcasons for recjecting
statchood is most inept.

Mr. Moore, like so many american
historians, seems loath to venture be-
yond the tangible. Onc would like to
have know®®8re, too, about the influence
of slavery and thec abolitiomist movement
in determining the coursc of cvents in

West Virginia.

All in all, from fhe point of view
of the historian, Mr. Moorc has done an
admirable Jjob and crecatcd what 1s likely
to be regarded as a lcading work on the
history of the State. -- Thomas Anderson

History of Hancock County: Virginia and
West virginia

By Jack Welch

Whecling News, 1963

Hancock County is the topmost county in

the. gorthern panhandle of West Virginia.
Originally it was part of Brooke County,
but broke from it in 1348. Throughout -:
most of the 19th Century thc region was

little developed and it was not until

Ernest Weir established the Weirton Steel
T - - o~ P
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Works -~ and, incidently, the town of
Weirton ~- that Hancock County began to
play an important part in the history of
West Virginia. The history of Hancock
County 1is, therefore, largely in the
futurc.

Nevertheless, Mr. Welch starts his
account with the primitive aborigines
of the region, whose monuments to domestic
untidiness -- the mounds -~ can be scen
at scveral points along the river. Haviag
speculated on these cearly inhabitants,
he moves on to the early colonial history.

Hancock County formed a part of the
ultimate border country at the time of
the Amcrican revolution. It was savagely
fought over by whites and Indians. From
this account, it is rather hard to dccide
who was the more savage. Logan, the
famous Mingo chief, was active in this
area, and it was here, on the Ohio liver,
that his cntire family was murdered by
the scttlers, a crime for which he fully
revenged himself on the pioneers.

When the last of the savages had
moved off further west, the arca scttled
down to a somewhat more prosaic existence,
Homes, factories, and, especially, church-~
@s were built. One of the most interest-
ing passages in Welch's book gives us a
vivid description of the lev. Elisha
Macurdy, a celcbrated revival preacher
whosc specialty was to cause his hearcrs
to be "scized with strange bodily
affections.?

Zerhaps the nicest thing about
county history is that it gives the au-
thor a chance to stop and chat with the
rcader about people like Macurdy, who
would be brushed aside with a footnote
in a larger scale history. But cven with
Indians, revivalists and the Civil War
(in which a Hancock County man took a
lecading role in The Great Locomotive
Chasc) we arc up to the post-Civil War
period by page seventy-three. From
there on, the book is much duller. The
straight line of narration is broken
whilc we are treated to the individual
historics of the founders of cach of the
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principal towns and dynastics in the
aounty. Even this is not cntirely with-
out drama: Take thc casc of Mike Star-
vaggi, a young Italian .immigrant in 1912,
who arrived in the newly-named city of
Weirton with $5 in his pocket. First

he peddled fruit, then coal and ice.
Then, in 1926, he bought onc bus. It
became a busline. He cventually would
own Weirton Construction Conpany,
Steubenville Bus Company, Cove Hill Coal
_Company, Glenn Brook Coal Company and
the Half-Moon Coal Company.

It's g femiliar story, but cne that
will never wear -out in tclling as long
as the American Drecan persists.

The last third of the book 1is
devoted to gencalogy, or "biography"
as the author calls it. I suspect that
this was the rcal rcason the book was
written. 1 noticed not only biographies
of some of the lcading citizens of the
arca, but also somc full-pagc pictures
of proninent business figurcs, looking
curiously ocut of placc after the illus-
trations of fronticr lifec.

This is not a book for the general
reader, though the first chapters arc
intcresting enough. Nor would it gen-
erally satisfy thc professional his-
torian, although it might help him on
occasion. It was written for the
people it was written about, and I am
surc that to them it is cndlessly fas-
cinating. For thosc with a fervid
intcrest in local history, it should be
a feast. 1In its scmewhat disjointed
pages they can hear America singing --
a little off key -- but strongly.

—~- Thonas Anderson '

The Iiise of the Uest 1754-1830 (The New.
American Serics)

By Francis S. rhilbrick .

New York: Harper and Row, 1965

This volume is the first in a new-
group of the New american Nation Series
(cdited by Commager and Morris) de-
signed to tell the history of the Amer-
ican West. It will be followed by Lay
Billington*s The Far {estern Frontier,

1630-15660, and two more works,

Like all New American Nation Books,
Mr. Philbrick's volume is a :monument of
scholarly rescarch and painstaking
accuracy. The "West" with which it is
chiefly concerned is the trans-Appala-
chian region cast of the Mississippi.
It 1Is therefore indispensible to stu-
dents of the Ohio Valley region. As in &

:'the casce of most books which aim at

giving a "standard" approach to history
rather thaon embarking upon ncew thescs,
Mr. Philbrick's work 1s in general con-
tent to recap the history of the period.
However, he docs bring several new
approaches to problems in the history of
the Test.

The most successful of thesc new
approaches is in his treéatment of the
often misunderstood proclamation ling,
established by the British after the
French and Indian War. This linc was
as lir, “hilbrick shows, very ncbulous
at best, and was never intended to do
morc than achicve the orderly secttle-
ment of the frontier. It was, in fact,
never a rcal barrier to scttlement, nor
could it have been given the shifts of
British policy between the French and
Indian Yar and the American llevolution
and the limitations of British resources
to policec the frontier. The idea of a
consistent British policy to prohibit
scttlement in the trans-Appalachian
region is dismissed by the author.

Equally good is his approach to the
question of land speculation and Indian
reioval, He presents the various land
schemes and attempts to cstablish fron-
ticr gtates in an orderly fashion, and

- shows the various methods by which the

land question was finally resolved. Far
from charging the United Statcs with un-
limited cxpleoitation of the Indian, he
prcsents the casce for the inevitability
of Incdian removal and the basic sincerity
of iAmcgrican attempts to cstablish an
Indian reserve west of the Mississippi. ¢,

. The most interesting, if also the !
nost questionable aspect of the book, is ®



the author's attempt to rchabilitate the
characters of thosc two-fold-villians of
American history, Jamcs Wilkinsen and
Aaron Burr. Wilkinscon, who appears to

be much admired by the author, is des-
cribed as a far-sighted and astute man of
great ability and grcater ambition. His
attempts to intriguc with Spain against
the United States, which allegedly took
place cven while Wilkinson was commander
of the U. S. Army, arc dismisscd by hil-
brick as being only instanccs of cxcessive
zcal. Even his swearing of allegiance to
Spain is dismissed as having no legal
standing, which is true, but scems, socme-
how, to miss the point. The author con-
cludes that nothing Wilkinscon did can be
construed as treason. At worst he only
succeecded in obtaining moncy from Spanish
officials under falsc pretcnscs.

As for the Burr-iJilkinson conspiracy,
in which Blennerhassctt Island on the
Ohio plays such a prominent part, Thil-
brick denies the whole thing. He doubts
that there ever was a rcal conspiracy
between the two men. e insists that
they never intended to cstabliish a scp-
arate cmpire of their own in the West.
Instcad, he belicves that, fecling as
many did that war between the United States
and Spain was likely in the carly years of
the 19th @entury, both men were anxious to
take militvary control of the region and
lead triumphal Amcrican armices to the
halls of Montczuma. It is truc that the
charges of trcason against Burr were not
proven, but the existence of such a plot
was widely belicved by contcmporarics of
Wilkinson and Burr, and Burr d1id asscmble
an armed forcc at Blennerhassctt Island.
Mr. Thilbrick takes the stance that what
is not legally provable is not histori-
cally factual. If all historians agrced,
we would still be trying to prove that
Brutus nmurderced Cacsar.

As any such volume nust, this book is
forced to tackle the Fronticr Theory of
Frederick Jackson Turncr, who cmphasized
the contribution of the frontier to the
American character. Mr. rhilbrick, who
was tcaching college in 1399 and nmust,
therefore, bc practically a contcmporary
of Mr. Turncr, would say, rather, that
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the fronticer had certain material cffects
upon the United States. The free land
affected the cconomy of the country, and
the West made its influence felt in Aneri-
can politics. But as for character, there
was little to chose between westerner and
casterner. This '"revision" of Turner is
perhaps just and hardly novel. It cecr-
tainly goecs with the unromantice” tone of
the boock for which the author apologizes
in his prcface.

This book is not the last word on the
history of the carly frontier. It is, in
fact, the opening salvo for a re-examination
of the Burr case. But it is also a uscful
tool for understanding the history of the
region. -~ Thomas Anderson

Indian Paths of Pennsylvania

By Paul .. 7, Wallace

Pennsylvania Historical and Muscum Commis-
sion, Harrisburg, 1965

Dr. Wallacc has produced an invaluable

book dealing primarily with an important
phasc »f the abeoriginal and pioncer his-
tory of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

The greater portion of the book con-
sists of a scholarly, documented study of.
some 131 paths located within Pennsylvania,
A number of these Indian paths extended in-
to> other states, including some located in
the Yhecling areca which continue through
the Horthern Tanhandle and into the present
State of Ohio.

voths are identified by names, ac-
companied in most cases by maps identify-
ing them. Barly as well as modern names
of towns and physical fcatures are inclu-~
ded on his maps to assist the rcader: in
identifying their courses.

‘In addition to his geographical and
historical acecounts, with documentation
for the scholar, there is included a novel
featurc, 'For the Motorist,' consisting of
notes for the tourist who may wish to fol-
low thce courses of these aboriginal paths
of about two centurics ago. In a comprchen-
sive "Index of Names,” many West Virginia
towns and loccations are included, giving
rise to the hope that a similar work may be
published for West Virginia. -- Dclf Norona
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