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OPINIONS ON SLAVERY IN THE W11EELING AREA 

As Evidenced in the Pages of The Daily Intelligencer 
:i..859-1860 

By Jon Reed Donnelly 

Number 1 

As the years 1859 and 1860 began their journey into history, the small 
Ohio VallEcy city of wheeling, Virginia, slumbered along, unperturbed .by the 
happenings in the world and nation. 

During those years, Europe was raked by explosior.s and gunfire as 
armies fought for continental domination. The defeat of the French at the 
Battle of Solferino, Garibaldi's war for unity in Italy, and dispatches 
describing the .mysterious inhabitants of the newly opened island of Japan 
won prime places in American newspapers. 

In the United States, a presidential election was near and the popula­
tion turned its attention to the articulate and often heated Lf.ncoln-Douglas 
debates. In the South, plantation owners became rich and richer from the over­
seas sales of their cotton crops. In the North, citie.s were caught up in the 
whirlwind of the Industr:Lal Revolution. 

At the western terminus of the Baltimore and Ohio Rail-.;,;ray lay Wheeling, 
already "an iron town of imposing proportions • .,J Most residents of the 
''sleepy Virginia town"2 could arise each morning and per'. :e the pages of
The Da�1J:. Intelligencer which, along with the Wheeling Union and tr.e Wells­
burg Herald, was one of the more widely read publicati.ons in the Northern 
Pa-::i.handle. 

E¢l.ited by A.rchibald W. Campbell and John F. McDerrnot, !_he Intelligencer, 
founded in 1852, was staunchly Republican and favored the abolition of slavery. 

News in those days was often scarce, but people's opinions were not;thus, 
The Intellige.ncer was a forum for editorial and public opinion. Editorials 
and articles from local and national publications we.re freely re.printed. The. 
editors apparently kept their per.s on the pulse of the area and printed what 
they believed would please and interest their readers. Replies from advocates 
and adversaries we.re generally printed and made the pape,r a digest of the local 
inhabitants; views. Carefully scanned, The Daily Intelli1:1:e.n.ce.r served a.s a. 
main topic of conversation throughout. the rest"""dt the day. Its printed pages 
,..;re re the voice of the. Wheeling community. 

Digitized by the Ohio County Public Library   |   Wheeling, WV   |   www.ohiocountylibrary.org



2 

Aside from taking frequent political pokes at then President 
James Buchanan, who was serving his last year in office, the pages of 
The Daily Intelligencer, in the early portion of 1859, were taken up with 
local and national events which would have little bearing on future history. 
Shootings, street brawls and the like were of interest to the local inhabitants 
and these stories were main paper features. 

In July, 1859, a short-lived but interesting controversy flared on the 
front pages of The Intelligencer. A religious sect called the Disciples had 
openly denounced "slavery and its abettors."3 The privately written article 
on the topic said that the group''s founder, Ale::ander Campbell, 4 who founded 
Bethany College, had been a "stockholder in hmaon flesh" before 1859, but that 
he was never an "advocate of American slavery or any other kind per se." The 
writer, apparently trying to justify the bishop"s previous slave holdings in 
the light of the Disciples'• denunciation, said that Campbell had always "been 
in accordance with the enancipation views of ;.::r. (Henry) Clay." 5 The Steubenville 
Herald, a conte1aporary river port newspaper, picked up the t 15uchy matter and 
attacked Campbell's new· osition on slavery as hypocritical. 

The Intelligencer, in an unusual move, made no comment on the Campbell 
issue-;-Tts editors apparently wanting no part in the freshly stirred, muddy waters. 
In like manner, no corament was made on the follouing article, buried on page 
three of The Daily Intelligencer under the headline "Colored Folks in Trouble": 

Saturday last Tom Snowden, an old neg,~o nan of Steubenville, 
and three other sable gentlemen went on a wagon to West 
Liberty to carry off a slave girl, her child, mother and 
brother, propcrt1 of Josiah Chapline. Snowden was the 
family's father. 

Citizens observed their actions, the article continued, and demanded the 
carriage to halt under "penalty of cold lead." Snowden fought his white 
accosters, but was subdued as were the other Negroes. "A 11 negroes engaged in 
the affair, slave and free, were arrested, committed to jail by a 8magistrate, 
brought to this city (Uhoeling), and safely confined for trial." 

Both of these articles arc significant in that no editorial comment either 
for or against the people or actions involved was :·.1ade. This was most uncomraon 
in The Daily Into lligencer or any other American newspaper of the times. Note 
should also be taken of the second news story; here were whites who, whatever 
their reasons, restrained f.rce Negroes from frecin:3 a family kept in bondage. 

AS 1859 struggled along, the Intelligencer tool: note of some of the more 
unusual--under tho circuwstances--cvents occurrinc; in neighboring states. 
Campbell and HcDernot began giving indication of tl1cir, and the rest of the 
community's, feelings on slavery. Commenting on a p{ecc of news from 
Dorchester County, Maryland, a large slave-owninc; county, the editors noted that 
a mass condemnation of slavery and talk of disunity had taken place at a public 
meeting ther9. Tho Daily Intelligencer called for a similar public meeting 
in Wheeling. 

-

Surely ~]heeling, which owes all that oho is to free States 
on each side of her, and the free counties above and below 
her, has no synpathies with the would-be reopening 
of tho African slave trade or a cotton confederation of free­
trade statcs. 10 

'I" .. 

' ...... t 
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That the ~]heeling area possessed a large ·nur.:1.ber of abolitionists 
and others who opposed the spread of slavery for various reasons is evidenced 
in an Intelligencer editorial concerning tho Jlichr:iond Uhig. Tho editorial 
said, apparently with sor:10 satisfaction, that Uestern Virginia residents 
were no longer referred to by the pro-Havory Hhig as "Black Republican~, 
abolitionists, fanatics or traitors." Tho :,:ichr.:1.ond paper, apparently 1.n 
an effort to win back a portion of tho mountain people alienated by previous 
articles concerr1ng thou, now referred to ther:t as "Horthwestcrn Virginia 
Free Sailors." 

Commenting on the October 16, 1859, "Harpers Ferry Riot," Campbell 
and McDermot voiced the belief that the violence contained a lesson for both 
northern and southern portions of Virginia: 

Neither can we have in our midst four ~illion serfs, 
whose color, whose intellect, whose habits, whose everything 
is different from the ruling clement ,1ithout the same 
dangers that have always attended society in every country 
where such a servile clement existed. 13 

It is not difficult to see that one reason advanced by anti-slavery 
supporters and free sailors in the Panhandle region was, to some extent, 
utilitarian; it would be bettor to abolish slavery or at least halt its spread 
since its eventual der.:1.iso would be best for the nation. This utilitarian 
view crops up in later articles and editorials. 

During a tine when The Int8 l ligcnccr noted that "Thero was another 
large house at tho Athenncum 14 to witness 'Uncle Tom's Cabin, ,.,lS an article 
written by an unnamed author appeared on the front page of the morning paper. 
The writer held the superiority of the white race, but saw that Negroes were 
climbing the social ladder and would begin presenting problems, probably soon. 
Stating that he cared not for abolitionists, the writer went on to say: 

We oust look to the future of both races. Jefferson 
hoped for a nogro migration to Central ~raerica, a 
colonization of the race. Something of this sort has got 
.. . 16 
to be done. 

He said ho feared another Santo Domingo (Haiti)-type rebellion and 
took displeasure in the fact that already "mulatt;oes nre . inter-breeding· and 
poisoning whites. 1117 

This was another side of the slavery issue in the Panhandle and The 
Intelligencer was not afraid of bringing it to the fore on its front page. 
Historian Earl Chapin Hay also points out that there were pro-slavery elements 
in the region when he says: 

Although the three Northern Panhandle counties of 
Brooke, Ohio and Marshall numbered only 149 slaves 
in a population of 45,358 ... there were plenty of 
Panhandle friends of the Confederacy. 

/ 
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Wheeling newsdealers dared not keep on their shelves a 
book by a North Carolinian discussing the economic dis­
advantages of slavery. A Baptist ~inister was forced to leave 
tho city because ho had taught colored children to read in his 
Sunday school. Republican meetin1s and processions were 
broken-up by stone-throwing mobs. 8 

Thus, as the year 1859 ended and the decade of the 60's began, the differ­
ences over slavery in and among tho population of 1.lhecling and surrounding 
areas became more pronounced and would become norc so as the presidential election 
in November, 1860, drew near. Tension and emotion would rise in the Panhandle 
and tho deep gulf sepDrating Northwest and Southeast Virginia would grow even 
broader. 

A Wheeling area resident, whose article Campbell and HcDermot also deemed 
worthy to place on the front page of The Daily Intelligencer,oxpressed his belief 
that time was tho most effective remedy for the slave issue. Tho essay, entitled 
"A Curious View of the Destiny of the Negro Element in This Country," explored 
the possibilities for the future of both free and slave blacks. Was colonization 
the answer to the problem? The author admitted that this was inadequate and 
impossible as a final solution. Prompt emancipation? He feared an immediate 
upheaval between whites and Negroes throughout the notion. But time, he said, 
was, in his opinion, the onswer. He saw the future amalgamation of the two races: 19 

The analgamation has begun in the lower strata of our 
social systern. 2° Centuries perhaps may pass before it will 
ascend to the highest grades. In a uord, we believe that at 
some distont date in• tho future, this analgamation of the 
races wil 1 be thoroughly complete. The f,nglo-Saxon race wil 1 

· - 21 be depressed but only t 1rnporari.ly •.... 

Some days later, the old feud between Panhandle and Piedmont broke out anew 
when a Wheeling· district state senator was rapped by his fellow senators in 
Richmond as a "Black Republican," a term Campbell and HcDcrmot cared for· not at 
al 1. 22 

Differences between western and tidewater areas of Virginia were becoming 
more prevalent in the early portion of 1860, particularly in regard to slavery 
and the unity of the Unit8d States. Tho Intelligencer, espousing tho principles 
of the Republican Party, voiced strongsupport for the Union and firmly opposed 
any actions which might lead to its dissolution. 23 This stand was opposed, as 
was The Intelligencer's anti-slavery views, by tho Hhecling Union, the 
Republican paper's direct competitor. 24 

A third local ncwspnpor, the Wellsburg Herald, contrasted the two city 
papers' slavery views by saying: 

As to the main question which is dividing tho country into 
North and South, we arc in a state of p~actical indifference, 
though some Dffect a kind of religious veneration for the insti­
.tutionof slavery which to others, who cannot take such a sublio~;ed 
view of a clearly abstract proposition, seems highly ridiculous. 

\.. 

'. 

. . 
--
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On July 2, 1860, The D3ily Intelligencer cDne out in support of the 
Republican presidentiDl ticket of AbrahDm Lincoln of Illinois .:ind HannibDl Hunlin 
of Maine, und asked its reoders to support these candidates also. 26 Regarding 
their policy during the canpaign, the Intelligencer's editors stated: 

We hove steadily endeavored ... to ncil:e the columns of thQ 
Intelligencer a fair reflection of the political sentiments, 
speeches and general carryings on of the city and vicinity . 
. . . we have not--neithcr do we intend to asl:--o single vote 
for Lincoln that docs not result froo cin inportcint discussion 

f 
. . ·1 . . 27 

o his Just c aims to it. 

Shortly after this stotcment of cditori3l policy, o writer commented on 
the Dred Scott Decision. His essay for The Intelligencer said southern ncn had 
made it quite clcur thut: 

... if slcivcry is abolished, if statutory protection as 
they ccill it, for their property is not granted, trouble 
will cone. If the southern men Dre noting just Dnd 
ConstitutionDl demands upon us, grant their demands 
instcintly; no delay, no hesitcition, no evat;ion. 28 

But, the author contended, their de:nands uere neither just nor ConstitutionDl, 
Dnd he went on to Dttock Justice Roger B. Toncy's decision on Drcd Scott: 
u11s a potron of the slDvc trade, as e pro-slovcry p::opogandist, he deserves to 
take rank with the nost zcolous Southern fire-cote;_· in existence. " 29 

Again showinr:; the other side of the opinion touord slavery in the P3nhandLJ, 
The Intelligencer published onother essay, this one on the meaning of true 
democracy. The writer \Jent to grc:at lengths to c::plain that noble institution 
upon whi35 the United States had been founded--but c1ever made reference to Negro 
slavery. 

The presidential election was beginning ta loon lorger on the Western 
Virginia horizon in the autumn of 1860, and editors Ca@pbell and McDcrmot Yasted 
no time publishinG their praises for the Republican contenders, while at the sar.:ie 
time lashing ou·t at their opponents .. They singled out Stephen 1\. Douglas as. a 
prime target for their blazing attacks: 

1-fr., Douglas soys he docs not care whether slavery in -the 
Territories is voted up or voted down. Th<1t is the 
difference betueen him and tho people. They do care. 1\ 

largo portion of them want to sec it votc2
1

up, and a still 
larger portion want to sec it voted down. 

Before the residents of the PDnhandle region uerc to cast their ballots on 
November 6, The Daily Intelligencer was hawked on the streets with perhaps its 
strongest editoriDl rccon.-:tcndations for Lincoln and condemnation of slavery: 

If the people decide next Thursday that slavery may 
be c1:tcndcd into our vast territorial dor:1.ain, who con 
say when or where its growth and expansion can be checked. 
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If they decide that this government shall be, as it 
has too long been, subservient to the wishes of that 
ultra pro-slavery power, which has ruled with such a 
strong hand and has filled the federal offices with 
c·orruption in naintaining its· strength, then can we 
ever hope for a change?32 

And on election day itself, Campbell and lkDernot made a last and urgent 
Dppeal to the ''TI.epublic.:ins of Wheeling": 

••. you that arc free to vote in this free city of ours, 
remeober the thousands of our brethren throughout other 
parts of the state and in the South Hho .:ire not free to 
vote their principles today ..• holp then to break down the 
despotisn that surrounds those who do not enjoy your 

. · 1 33 pr1.v1. ages ..• 

By late November, the nation and the Northern Panhandle knew that it had 
elected Abrahar.1 Lincoln to be its now President. 

Storm clouds that had shrouded the presidential election were apparently 
blown away after the election results wore knoun, and The Intelligencer 
closed out the menorable year of 1860 with an opticistic prediction. 
"The revolutionary spirit in the South is evidently subsiding,'' the editors 
said, "and in a very short time we shall hear nothini aorc of it. 1134 

Five months later, on /1pril 13, 1861, the United States fortress 
at Charleston, South Carolina, Fort Sumter, was fired upon heralding the 
beginning of the Civil Har. 

Footnotes 

1. Earl Chapin Uay, Principia to Wheeling 1715-1945 (New York: . ---,--:c-,,, -~- ___ .,.,... __ _,,.. 

Harper and nrothers Publishers, 1945), p. llS:--

2. Charles A. Uingcrter (ed.), History of Greater Hheeling and Vicinity 
(New York: The Lewis Publishing Co.-,-1942), p. 199. 

3. Daily Intelligencer 0iheeling), July 2, 1859. 

4. A cousin of Intelligencer Editor Campbell. 

5. Daily Intelligencer (Wheeling), July 8, 1859. 

6. Ibid. July 7, 1859. 

7. Ibid. 

8. 

9. 

Ibid. 

Ibid. 

10. Ibid. 

November 16, 1859. 

. " 
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11, Ibid., July 6, 1859. 

12. Ibid. 

13. Ibid., October 21, 1859. 

14. A prominent t:heGling City playhousu. 

15. Daily I ntc lligcncer C·Jhce ling), July 4, 1859. 

16. Ibid., November 21, 1359. 

17. Ibid. 

18. May, p. 127 

19. Daily Intelliconccr CJho..:.:ling), January 7, 1860. 

20. The author also bclievod that "Necessarily it r:mst begin among the 
dregs of the people." 

21. Daily IntGlligencer ('i,hcoling), Janu<1ry 7, 1860. 

22. Ibid., January 9, 1860. 

23. Ibid.,. January 17, 1860. 

24. Ibid. 

25. Ibid., ,',ugust 21, 1860. 

26. Ibid., July 2, 1860. 

27. Ibid., September 7, 1860. 

28. Ibid., July Li, 1860. 

29. Ibid. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

Ibid., 

Ibid., 

Ibid., 

Ibid., 

Ibid., 

November 

Soptombcr 

November 

November 

November 

19, 1860. 

17, 1860. 

2, 1860. 

6, 1860. 

19, 1860. 
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BISHOP VAN DE VELDE'S JOIB1NEY 

DOWN THE OHIO, 1831 

By Clifford H. Lewis, S.J. 

During the early part of the 19th Century, many famous Jesuits assigned 
to western missions traveled the National Road to iJheeling ,l'nd there boarded 
boats for St. Louis and even more distant scenes. One of these was Father Peter 
Desmet, noted missionary who represented the cause of Sitting Bull to 
President Lincoln. 

Very few of these missionaries recorded their i • pressions of ~~celing. One 
notable exception was Jesuit James Oliver van de 7clde, later Bishop of Chicago 
and then Bishop of Natchez. 

Bishop van de Velda was born in Flanders in 1771 and came to the Jesuit 
Novitiate at Goorgetown in 1817. lifter his ordination he was sent to St. Louis 
College in 1831, passing through Wheeling on the journey. 

Before being urged into the episcopacy, he was president of i:fr. Louis 
University, vice-provincial of the Missouri Province, and founder of• the Osage 
Indian Mission. He spoke and wrote French, Italian and Spanish and gave 
instructions in German and Polish. He died of yellow fever in 1855; · The 
Wt'itcr, in the Sur:u.7.ler of 1967, identified his tor:1bstone at the Jesuit Novitinte 
at Florissant, llo., near St. Louis. Following arc letters he wrote in 1831 
during his trip down the Ohio. These letters were translated from the original 
French and appeared in the \;oodstock Letters, vol. 10 (1881), pp. 63-64. They 
arc presented here throur;h the courtesy of the V..;;_-y rrev. Father Provincial 
of the Maryland Province, Society of Jesus. · 

Conditions in Wheeling 

"',!heeling, October 9, 1831 

":;-:c arrived at this place this morning at 2 o'clock. Wo were so tired 
thnt we went to bed nlnost immediately after our arrival. There was· a boat 
which was to leave for Cincinnati at 5 o'clock ,· •. ll. Being assut'ed, however, 
that there would be other boats in the afternoon, ·ue rested until seven 
o'clock. 1 l{e then took o walk in the city to find out whether _there was 

2 
nny chance either to celebrate or hear Mass. ;le f"ound the Catholic Church 
there al 1 in disorder: no al tar, no vestments, the panes of glass in_ the 
sashes broken, etc. Urs. Kennedy, 3 at whose hou~c we went for informatibn, 
told us that it was impossible to celebrate the Holy Hysterics, as they were 
going to repair the interior of the Church, and everything was in confusion. 
Catholics of the place had not had any opportunity to hear Thij Mass or approach 
the Sacraments since the second Sunday in Hay, when i1r. Hiles, of Zanesville, car.1e 
here tht'ough chnrity. Father Roloff 5 resided there for some months, but as he 
is not a very eloquent preacher, they did not trecJt hir:1 well, and he was forced 
to leave them. This is one of the reasons for which the Archbishop refuses 
them n resident priest. Herc we nrc, then, in tJheeling, after having traveled 
from Baltimore night and day without resting, in order to be here in time to sny 
or hear Hass. Fine hopes indeed! Todoy is Sunday and to-morrow wil 1 be 

, -

·-. 
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. 6 
the feast of St. Francis do Borgia, and no Mass! Ho arc through 
with our dinner, and now we are going to take a walk together. 

Farewell. 

Your r.10s t devoted." 

Lodgings at Whee 1 ing House 

"Hhcoling, October 10, 1831 

11Yesterday, in the course of the afternoon, we went to see tho town. It 
had rained a groat deal, and the streets were alnost impassable. Most of the 
streets are not paved, and arc full of dirt and filth of all kind~. It is a 
real hole. However, everything seems to prosper. He have taken our lodging 
at the Whee 1 ing House, kc pt by a cert a in Mr. ;li 11 i::n;1 King, of Hart ins burg, 
Virginia, who is an acquaintance of Father HcShcrry. 7 His hotc 1 is in very 
good condition. It is not inferior to Barnum's, and the price is the same, 
one dollar and a half a day. The ex-Secretary, Eaton,

8
arrivcd here this 

morning, and we took dinner and supper with hir:i, his wife and his sister-in-law. 
Yesterday we found no opportunity to start for Cincinnati. This morning we 
went to examine the raanufac~ories. They well deserve tho inspection, particu­
larly the glass works, etc. There arc two coal nines in the mountain back of 
Hheeling. I went some distance into one of thor.1, and would have gone deeper, 
but the place was very dark, and one of the wo1·knon told me· that it was very 
dangerous, because sonctimos pieces of coal and stone get loose from the ceiling, 
and, owing to this, sovcrnl accidents have taken plncc. There was no danger 
where I was then standing, for the ceiling was supported by planks. I found one 
of my acquaintnnces in llhccling. I was much surprised when, knocking at tho door 
of Mrs. Magruder~O D Catholic widow who has care of the Church, to see it opened 
by George King of Georgetown, who had studied philosophy with me at College. 
After his leaving the noviciatc, 11 he took to the study of law. He is new married, 
and he teaches school. I baptized one of his children, George Alexander," 

1\board the Steamer "Enigrant" 

"l1arictta, October 11, 1831 

11 We have now reached one of tho towns of Ohio. I wont on shore to be 
able to say that I have been in that State. Thie; sr:wl 1 town, s ituatcd on the 
river bank, is pretty enough and well peopled_. He left Marietta at 7 o'clock J\.11. 
We left Wheeling last evening at about~ o'clock, on board the steamer 
"Emigrant," 12 Captain Ireland, and already we arc eighty miles from Wheeling. 
Nothing worth noticing has happened, 

I am, etc. " 
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A Look at Blonnerhassett 

"Guyandott, October 12, 1831 

"Yesterday, after leaving Marietta, we passed the Island and the town of 
Parkersburg, situated at tho mouth of tho Little ~onhawa. 13 Shortly after, 
wc coasted the Island of Dlcnncrhassctt, rendered fa2ous by the conspiracy of 
the Vice-President, iioron Burr, against the goverm.1.ent of the United States. lL; 

It was about 9 o'clock in the foreigo~. ht about l o'clock in the afternoon 
we passed the Island of Buffington and at 3 o'cloc~, the Island and tho Falls 
of Lctart. 16 The w;:itcr was so high that we passed over the rocks o1 the Falls. 
In the evening we reached Gallipolis, the copitol of Galli<'J County. 7 Thot s2all 
town was settled by cl colony of French, ::md most of the inhabitants speak Frcnd1. 
Towards 12 o'cloct in tho night we anchored, on account of a very thick fog, 
which had risen. i;e wore then only five or six ~J.iles from Guyandottc, 18 
which is at the nouth of the Big Kcnhawa, where uc arrived this morning ot 
half past 6 o'clocl~. Herc, scvcr;-il of our tu1vclin'.3 companions left the boat. 
Herc, too, is the tcrr:i.inus of tho new route frou ~!asllington to Ohio, via. 
Fredericksburg, in Viq:;inia. ',Tc hope to arrive in Cincinnati to-morrow. 

Dclicvo mo, etc. " 

Footnotes· 

1. ~.'heeling, at the end of tho Nntional P.oad whose \:heeling terminus was 
completed in 1813, considered itself "nt tho head of year-round navi­
gation on the Ohio r..ivor. 11 From the tirJ.o when ':obcrt Fulton introduced 
his Now Orleans to Ohio r:.ivor traffic in 1311, '.!hoc ling became a familiar 
steamboat port and boat-building center. 

2. 1\ccording to Fathc1.' John M. Lenhart, O.F .:1. Cap., in his History of 
St. Alphonsus Church, pp. 13-14, the first catholic church, called 
st: Mary's, wos a wooden structure 40x60 feet, erected in 1822 at the 
southeast corner of Perry and Fourth Streets (nrn1 Eleventh and Chaplino), 
on ground donated by Noah Zane in 1818. 

3. The oldest ,Jhccling directory, published in 1039, lists a David Kennedy, 
carpet and covci"lot i1cDvor, roor of 48 Hain Street, South Hhecling, 
and a Robert [(onnody, tailor, on /,lloy No. 10, between Fifth Dnd 
Sixth Streets. 

4. This was FathCL' iiilcs, O.P., who afterwards bccauc Bishop of Nashville, 
Tennessee. :00,.1inicans from St. Rose, \Jashington county, Kentucky, 
established a convent of their order at Sor:1crsot, Ohio, in 1819, 
and nt a later date they also took charge of a church in Zanesville. 
Woodstock Letters, Vol. 10, p.63 note 1. 
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5. Father Francis rrolof (or Roloff) loft his na• o on baptismal records in 
~-Jhceling and surrounding towns in Ohio and l'onnsylvania in 1828 and 1829. 
,\ native of ]3avario, ho was ordained by 1·,rchbishop Carroll in Boltimorc 
on June 11, 1808, and labored among Gorman-spoating congregations at 
Conewago, J?n., and ?hiladolphia before conin:3 to \lhooling. When Father 
van do Voldc ca• o through Dhoeling ho was stationed at Martinsburg, tJ.Va. 
His last assign::cont was in Boston as pastor- of the Gorman Holy Trinity 
Church, Soc Lenhart, pp. 14-15. 

6. Francis Borgia was tho third Father-General of tho Jesuit Order and 
responsible for tho strengthening of tho Order's uissionary effort 
throughout the world. Ho en to rod religion following the death of his 
wife and a successful career as a stotes• an in Spain. 

7. Father \Jillian :~cShorry was one of th,J r:iost [)i-ouincnt of tho Provincials 
of the Maryland Province of tho Jesuit Order, at that tine embracing 
Eastern United States. 

8. John Henry Eaton (1790-1856), had just rosic;nod as Secretary of Har 
during a dissolution of Jackson's cabinet over the 1-efusal of Uashington 
society to accept Eaton's marriage to "Per;c;y O'I-Je;:ilo," daughter of a 
lJashington t;:ivorntooper. Eaton, whose first carriage w;:is to Jackson's 
ward, Byra Lm,is, h;:id boon Senator from Tennessee. Subsequent to his 
resignotion of the cabinet post, he held positions as Governor of Florida 
and Minister to Spain. 

9. Father van de Velda probably visited tho 1Jhceling Flint Glass-Works 
of Ritchie i\ Uheat, in the opinion of the late Carl Gustkoy, of the 
Imperial Glass Conp::iny, Bellaire, Ohio, and an authority on Hhceling 

11 

glass. By l~-'5 thcrG uore fi-"vc glass houses and two cutting establishncnts 
in Hhoc 1 ing. 

10. A Mrs. Louisa Magruder is listed in tho Whcc~ing directory of 1839 as a 
widow and school uistrcss, conducting classes at her own residential 
address, 125 Fourth Street. 

11. The Jesuit noviccship consists of two years of pr;:iycr, work, and 
spiritual exercises. Neither of the Kings ucntioncd by van de Vclde appears 
in the 1839 city directory. 

12. The ship Eniirant docs not appear in the several lists consulted by the 
editor of these letters. 

13. Proper spellinG of the river flowing into the Ohio at Parkersburg is 
Little Kanawha, based on an Indian name. 

14. .t\aron Burr stopped at Blenncrhassctt Island and succeeded in involving 
Lord Blcnncrhassott to some extent in his ucstcrn political ambitions. 
Somo features of the Dlenncrhassctt Mansion arc still visible. Cf. review 

of Philbrick's book, this issue. 

15. Buffington Island is opposite the town of Shcrnan, a few miles north of 

Ravenswood. 
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16. The F2lls of Letart today scarcely merit tho name of rapids, but were 
sometimes mentioned by early travelers. They arc at the town of Letart, 
where the Ohio trends northward between Ht. /,lto and Mason. 

17. G3llipolis was settled by a colony of French in tho year 1791. Tho 
title to their land proved defective, and nost of the colonists, originally 
several thousand in nunbcr, returned to Franco. rather Badin, who wos 
sent by Bishop Carroll to tho Catholic settlers of Kentucky in 1793, spent 
sever DI doys Gt Gallipolis, when on his way dmm tho Ohio. 
Woodstock Letters, orticlo cited, p. 64, note 1. 

lJ. Fnthcr van do Valdo is wrong in his identification of river or town. 
Guyandottc, tho toc.1inus of tho Janos l~ivor :::c L:iJnD,Jha Turnpike, wns cs-· 
tablishod in lGlO at tho mouth of tho Guyandotto ~ivor on the outskirts 
of prescnt-d.'.ly HuntinGton. Point Pleasant i~ at tho mouth of tho Big 
Kanawha. 
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. EIGHTEENTH CENTURY Pl,TH£, P,O,\DS OR TRi\ILS ~ 

By Dolf Norona 

... 

---

Twonty:-ono years· ago Tho Horn Papers, Early ',7estward movement on the. 
Monongahela and Upper Ohiol765-l795 wDs published in '.loynesburg, Pa. -­
The publicDtion was bas"c'a on what wore asserted to be original documents, 
forgotten for generntions. They dealt mi:linly with the earliest pioneers of 
Western PcnnsylvDnin nnd Ho_rthwostcrn Virginia. 

Soon after its nppoaronco The Horn Papers publication was denounced by a 
recognized autho;:-ity on tho oor1°y""history of '.Jcstcrn Pcnnsylvonin, tho cho·rgc 
being that "tho conclusion is inoscopabl0 thot loric parts of the documentary 
materials ... diaries, :.1aps, court records .•. arc sheer f.'.ibrications." 

Subsequently ::i co:.1r1ittce to investigate Tho Horn rapers was organized 
under sponsorship of The Institute of Early i',ao~·icanllistory and Culture at 
'.,Jil liamsburg. Dr. Solon J. Buck, then 1\rchivist of the United St2tcs, wos 
appointed chair• an. The writer of these notes wos selected to·rcpresent 

,· 

West Virginia. /,s tine \Jent on we had occess to the purported originals, nnd soon 
many anachronis• s ond historical inconsistencies wo;:-e noted. 

Many words Herc included in the rapers which hod not come into use before 
the 19th Century. There were references to "Ind ion trails," one as early os 
17 35, nnd on sone nops the locations of tr oils wore shown by nomc. 

By reason of our interest in maps, much ti::.10 has been spent in cxoBining 
original records, porticularly those dealing with Virsinia and Pennsylvonia, 
in quest of the earliest use of the wcrd "trail" or its cquivolcnt during tho 
18th Century. He can report thot tho word "trail" hod not gotten. into the 
English U~CToricon) languoge before the boginninc; of tho 19th Century. The words 
"Indian path" or "Indion road" wero the descriptive terns used before lGOO. 

The r0sults of the investigotion were published in an orticle, "The Mystery 
of the Horn Papers," The ;]illiam and Uary Quarterly, October, 1947, pp. 409-4Li5. 
Discussion of tho Horcl"troil" appoarsoo p. l130, no':?. 37. 

True, in a recently published book in-English, there is included tho 
translated journal of D Geruon missionary to Pennsylvania Indians in tho raid-10th 
Ccntm;y. In this, reference is r:tadc to on Indion "troil." However, in tho book's 
introduction, it is pointed out thot the manuscript journal was written in Gornan 
,md that what oppeors in tho book is a translation. 

It is quite probable that the Gorman word "'Joe;" w.:is used in the original, 
"Heg" moaning. ~Joy, ::oad, :-:.outc, and that it uas inodvcrtcnt ly trans lated 
"trail." If ":?fod" had boon used in the original, it prob·ably would have been 
translated "path." 

The following is a selected listing of the wo;.·ds "pathu or "road" fror.1 1607 
to 1796. /1dditional citations could be included, but they would be merely 
cunulativc. 
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References to specific Indian paths or roads in the West Virginia Northern 
aenhandle, most of which extend into Ohio and ?ennsylvanie, arc omitted. These 
will be discussed in a later issue of this publication, it is hoped, together 
with the reproduction of a conteraporary map, as well as a map showing tho general 
routes of Indian paths in our Wheeling area. 

1607: 

"Observations gathered out of cJ discourse of the :i_'lantation of tho 
Southornc colonic in Virginia by the English, 1606; Hritten by .•• George l'crcy,'' 
Edward Arbor (ed.) Travels and Works of Captoin John Smith (Edinburgh, 1910), 
v. 1, pp. lxv, lxvii. 

1703: 

This discourse w:Js taken by :,rber from :;_-urchns, ;_'ilgrimes, v. 4. 

In mentioning o visit on Moy 5, 1607, to tho rrapnhannos Towne, :;.'orcy states: 

Hoc p~ed through tho Woods in fine poths, bauing nost pleasant 
Springs ... 

Tho nineteenth day (May, 1607) ny selfo :Jnd three or. 
foure more walking into the \-loods, by chance woo espied o 
pathway like to an Irish pace ... Woe traced olong sono fouro 
miles ... 

:;_•ace: i, poss or pass2ge .. 1 

MSS docunent in Virginia State Library, Richnond, Va. frintod in Calendar 
of Virginio State ::..apors. (Richnond, 1875).>v. 1, p. 82. 

In :J grant of land by the Governor of Virginia, October 23, 1703, it is 
recited: 

1744: 

Beginning at two Red Oakes & a pine by the East Side 
of ~otobago pjth, thence cast. 

"At a council held ,\ugst 6th 1744," Wilner L. Hall (ed.) Executive . 
Journals, Council of Coloniol Virginio. (RichLlond, VD., 194.'?),. v.~ 5; Pl?. 156-57: 

. . . 
This Day was read the Treaty concluded at Lancaster .. with 

the six united Notions of Indians & their ;:.clcosc of all their 
1iights to oll the L.:mds within this Colony ,',nd it wos Orde):''d that 
part of it relating to the i.Loads agreed to be printed in the 
?ublick Gazette •.. 

. -
.... 

.. 
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1749: 

A map nf ~onsilvnnin, Ncw-Jorsoy ... By Lewis Evnns. MDCCXLIX. - -. - - ------ -----"- -- --- ---
Leading fror:t tho Susquohannn river are shown: 11 :::-ath to Wioming, "A i'oth to 

Shamokin scarce passcJble for 3 steep mountcJins," "The now i'nth," "i\llogeny :;.)nth." 

1750-51: 

Christopher Gist I s Journal Soptor.1ber 11, 1750 Lois Mulkenrn (ed.), 
George Mercer ~clpors (j'ittsburg~,1954), pp. 8, 19-20, 22-23, 31: 

1751: 

l Oct 31 Set out frura .•. old Town on :·otor.wck i:iver in 
Mnrylnnd, and went nlong an old Indian pnth ... 

;Feb 17~ Ur. Montour then procood?d to deliver them D 

raessage .•• 'You nado ? 11,oad for our Brothers tho English to come 
and trade anong you 

.. Feb 26 The Twigtwoos de livered the following ans~et 
'We have made a ~oad ns far as the Sea to the Sun-rising ..• ' 

. Mar 1 The fol lowing speech frora tho Twigtecs ... 'Brothers We 
present you with this bundl6 of skins, as we arc but poor to be for 
shoes for you on the ~oad ... ' 

, May 19 Set out for ;_~oanokc, nnd as we had now o i'ath, We 
got there the sar.1e night.' 

,\ nap of the inhabited part of Virginia ... drawn by Joshua Fry & ·?cter 
Jeffersoninl751. :1ondon]--

This nap, of which there were many subsequent editions, shows nn "Ind inn 
itoad" running southwestwatdly between the :Cotomac. and South Brc:mch. Further to 
the cast there is de lincatod "Ind inn ~~oad by the Treaty of. Lime aster." 

V••t of the New ;_~iver there is an "Ind ion ~:ood," and, leading south fron 
the Jloanoke i.~iver into North Carolina there is, "The Tr;:idii:tg i'ath leading to tho 
Catawbau Q;iC-J &c Cherokee Indian Notions." 

The nap also shows "Haggon ~~oad" in two places south of the i'otomac 
river. These presumably were built by white non . 
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1754: 

The Journal of Uajor George Washington, sent by _the Hon. ~:obort Dinwiddie ... 
to the Comm,mdant of the French forces on Ohio ... (i:Jillirn::1sburg, 1754), p. 21: 

1762: 

------ -- -- --- ---- -- ---
The Day fol lowing (pcc. 27, 1753.J just c1ftcr we had pc1ssed a 

:c'lace called the Hurdcring-Town '[_on the southcc1stcrn fork of Beaver 
Cree½_], where we intended to quit the :C'ath, and steer across the 
Country for Shannapins Town, we fell in with a party of French Indians ... 

Speech to Indians at 1c1ncastcr, ia., Aug. 27, 1762. 
4th Series. v. 3, pp. 171-72: 

~cnna. Archives, 

the Fort at Shar:10kin stood u,)on your ,!::irrior 's 
path. 

John Harris's House, stonding on your \larriors' i'ath, 
would be a good place for o Trading House ... 

the ill treotr:ient your Worriors net with in Virginia, in 
those places where your Har path passes through the settled part of 
that Colony; and you have now desired ne to write to the Governor 
of Virginia that as there are settlers on your '.;ar path, whereby it is 
stopped, he would cause it to be opened . 

. . . all the way fror.1 Hnrris' Ferry to ~-otowr:12ck, the White 
people arc settled very thick, so that should your iJorriors now 
use that ;nth, frequent differences ... night arise . 

. . . the 1;nrriors in case they arc dctcrnined to go to Har, 
that they would pursue the old \..'nr path fron Shanokin ... 

In coopliancc with the above r0qucst the Governor of :..-ennsylvania wrote 

' -

Governor Fauquier of Virgini2 Oct. 2, 1762, aentioning the Indian War path (p. 132). 

FranklinB. Dexter (ed.), Diary of David McClure. (New York, 1899) pp. 12, 
16, 38, 43, 49, 59. 

July 1766 ... i7e groped in the darkness, ar:iong the trees to 
find the pnth. 

Aug ... ~odc ... to Fort Stanwix ... There was no path. A new path 
had been narkcd by the Indians, by cutting the bark of the trees. 

In 1772 McClure started on his nission to the Indians in Ohio. 

,\ug 12 C 1772}, ••. On the western side of the l,ppa lachians 
the descent into :.1 ath Valley was steep. 

.1\ug 18 ... our horses frequently wondered fror.1 tho path. 

'i 

"i 

., 
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/1ftcr leaving 1•ittsburgh for Muskingun: 

Sept. 5 .•. Mr. Gibson... CscntJ his servant o few miles further to 
show us the path. The roac1s through this IncJ ion country arc no r::i.ore 
than a single horse path, ar::i.ong the trees. 

(_Sept.) 19. Our path hod led us olong the North bank of the 
pleasant river Ohio. 

ca. 1774: 

17 

Instructions 
Draper HSS 3QQ18. 
pp.4-5. 

by Capt. '.In. ;_:ussell to scouts. :Jillian I'reston papers, 
Docuuentory History of Dunnore's '.Jor. (Madison, Wis., 1905), 

Col. 

1776: 

. .• you ore to proceed to the head of ::.-owe ls Vol ly, where 
you arc porticulorly, on, and near the Warriours poth to look 
for Indion signs ... You oust follow the water courses .•. as low os the 
Hunters rood ... 

On p. 47 of Dunnore 's ~;or there is printed a letter, Arthur canpbe 11 to 
1:r:1. :i.·reston, June 23 1 _1774: 

I have recounended it to the Spy, thot goes fron Holston 
..• to observe the poth. 

H. ~- McElwoine (ed.), Journals of the Council of the State of Virginio. 
(rrichnond, 1931), v. 1, pp. 172-73. 

1778: 

Journol entry for Sept. 24, 1776: " .•. reinforcing sone 
r::i.cn, who were collccteJ at Tigers Valley for the defence of thot 
Country, the poth thro' which the Northern Indions nust be expected 
to invade our Country ... " 

A topographico·l ·u•Jscription of Virginia, ;:'cnnsylvonia .•. By Thonas Hutchins, 
(London, 1778), p. 23. 

____ Great Solt Lick Creek, is rcnarkable .•. Snoll boats may go 
to the crossing of the war i'ath without ony ir:1j,edinent. 

The Topographical description was explanatory of on 
A New Map of the iiestcrn :;.·arts of Vir.ginia, i'ennsylvania 
(London,1778)-:-- --- --

acconpanying map by Hutchins, 
by Thos. Hutchins. 
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The map shows no "trnils ," but nany "ronc'ls" Dre c1c'l.incatec'l as well as 
"Ind inn paths." i,n "IncHan :i.'cJth" is shown leading fron Mingo Town on the Ohio 
river north of \,heeling, to the Muskingur:i :~iver. Just opposite the Scioto :~ivcr 
in Ohio there is shown, "The path to the Cuttawa Country." 

1789: 

"Hanner in which the i',nerican Indians carry on wor," l,morican Muscuo. 
(~hiladclphia, Feb.,17•9), v. 5, pp. 148-49. 

1794: 

Cano.on :;:'aths 

They have their occustomed paths, th.::?t they have established 
by long usoge and nutual convenience:, through which they travel ..• 
i,n inplicit law of nations has naLle thes~, i,aths inviolable ... 

1 -

History of the Hission of the Unitecl Brethren ;:i::10ng the Indians in North ,\nerica. 
George Henry Loskiel. (London,°"TI94), [). 102. 

1796: 

They trovel through the woods for doys together, without 
any trace of a path, and yet never go astray ... 

Charles Elliott (ed.), Life of the 
pp. 37-38. 

.:obert ;:oberts. (NewYork, 1844), 

Tr ave 1 notes of Bis hop i.~oberts ;:aade in 1796: 

~n old Indian path called the Kuskuskia ~ath, and leading 
fron Cassewago to Kw:;kuskia, a place on the Beaver ;:_iver. 

Two Indian dictionaries, probably prepared before 1800 though published in 
later years, shed light on the word ~ath or ~oad: 

David Zcisberger, who died in 1808, prepared a nonuscript Indian dictionary. 
This was not printed until 1337, bearing the title Zeisberger's Indian Dictionary. 
(Canbridge, Mass., 1887). The words J.)oth and ;~oDd ore given with their Delaware 
equivalent, 1\ney. No ucntion is nadc of the word Tr oil in the Zeisbcrger dictionary. 

The Historical Society of :i.cnnsylvaniD published in 1888, ii Lcnapc-English 
DictionDry, fron ..'.:!: anonynous MS in the Moravion Church at Bcthlehcn, ?a., on page 21 
of which there is givc:n the Delaware word Ancy, with its English definition: road, 
walking road, path. No reference is n2de to Trail. 

-The introduction of the: word "trail;, into our language will be taken up in a 
subsequent issue, together with a discussion of specific Indian paths in our \lost 
Virginia ~anhandlc. h review of a book on ~onnsylvania paths is contained in 
this issue. 

, 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

The_ Pint Frontior !Lifo. in Colonial America 
By John C. Miller 
Dell, 1966 
Dell Laurel edition, No. 2546 

In recent years the lmcrican reading public has often turned its attention toward 
works of what has been cnlled "social history"--the study of men as social 
individuals and of men's social interactions. To the historian, this is a relatively 
untrod path to the past, for most historians of the Inst hundred years have con­
cerned themselves with raen' s political and ccononic lives. · To tho reader of history, 
social history presents n new window into the pnst, nnd a most illuminnting window 
at that, for it revenls thnt those who peopl8d the world in past centuries, while 
capable of astonishing differences from our contemporary lives, were, after all, 
quite the same as ourselves. 

John C. Miller, a distinguished 1\merican historian who hns done notable work 
in the Federalist Period, especially his Crisis in Freedom: The Alien and Sedition 
Acts; has written here n study of American colonial society which emplcys.'.l wnrm 
and witty liternry style, spiced with well-edited selections fr()[:). the writings of tho 
colonials themselves. This is socinl history nt its best, n window on the .American 
past for all to look through, an open window through which the voices of the pnst 
come clcarly--Ilenjamin Franklin's witty impertinence, Cotton Mnther's tone of deep 
pessimism, Crcvecoeur's try of impassioned romnnticisn. It docs not purport to be 
n work of deep or originnl scholnrship; it is bnsed on previously published histor­
ical sources nnd has none of the earmarks--numerous footnotes or extensive bibliog­
rnphy--of the resenrch paper. The book is clearly intended for popular consunption 
and is designed to introduce us to the colonial ,\r::iericnns, to show us ourselves in 
embryo. What comes through to us again nnd ngain is the essential humanity of these 

· early Americans; stripped of the distance of time and brought up close to the eye of 
the reader, they arc revealed as neither snints nor sinners, but as fellow ocn in 
all that phrase inplies. 

In the center of his stage, Professor Miller displays the colonial as a man 
who happily adapted himself to a free society, to n new social milieu which was 
free from the restraints of European customs and institutions. This early 
American used his new socinl freedom in conjunction with the unparalleled economic 
opportunities of the land to engage in the unrestrained pursuit of happiness both 
for himself and for his society--in Miller's words, "in ;:.the colonists') eyes, 
1\merica was the land of opportunity--and that w:::s nll they asked of it." 
This conclusion r:1.ny appear to be all too obvious, but it is refreshing to find 
an historian, after all of these years of notive--seeking in Freud and Marx and 
Darwin, who sees the foundntion of the Ar:1.erican charncter as having been simply 
the; eager response of free men to a unique opportunity to better themselves 
religiously, politically, socially, and, most particularly, economically. (In 
this respect, the reader may well wish to follow Miller's book with 
Daniel Boorstin' s The 1\rnericans: The Colonial ~xpcrience, a work which, not wholly 
in agreement with Miller, complements his work and provides a theoretical,framework 
in which to view the 1,racrican colonial society.) 

Some might criticize the organization of the book, for it tre,;its the colonial 
period as a whole, comparing and contrasting the characteristics of c,olonial 
society throughout the Thirteen Colonies and over the one hundred a~d s.eventy or 
more years of their existence. Yet, once again, the book is not intended as a 
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definitive piece of scholarship but as a book to be read and absorbed and enjoyed. 
It is factually accurate even if its per~pectivc is~ bit broad. What it loses 
in total definition by not treating its subject sectionally and chronologically, 
it gains in clarity and readability. 

Nearly the first third of the book is spent in delineating the first areas 
of colonial sociuty of Virginia, New England, a_nd Pennsylvania. FroE1 here 
Professor Miller .turns to a chapter-by-chapter dissection of the social customs 
and institutions of the period: "Sports and Recreations," "Life on a Southern 
:::>lantation," "Social Rank and DrGss," and so forth, These essays pres0nt a many­
sided view of the colonial man, his family, and his social life. Each chapter 
ends with a brief bibliography of four or five books which deal with the material 
contained· in the essay, offering the reader a chance to increase his knowledge of 
any facet which intrigues him. 

This is a delightful book, a clear view of our past--not the past of great 
men and fiery deeds, but that of little nen and quiet noments, th•sG aloost hidden 
events which la.id down the foundations for our own society. It is a book for all 
who arc interested in history--and especially it is a book for those who have 
been uninterested in history, who have viewed the past as a time both lifeless 
and moaning less. -- John ;Jack 

A Banner in the Hills: :;:est Virginia's 
Statehood- -- ---
By George Ellis Moore 
Appleton-Century-Crofts, 1963 

it was not simply in convention halls and 
congresses that West Virginia was made. 
He devotes core thah half of his book to 
the campaigns in the field from the Battle 
of ~hilippi to the Imboden-Jones raid. 
The aggressive Southern forays into the 
mountains spread fear and confusion as far 
north as Hheeling, but their greatest ef­
fect was to alienate the mountaineers still 
further from the cause of Virginia and to 
fix their determination to be forever free 
from Tidewater domination. 

, ' 

In this volume, Mr. Moore sets himsGlf 
the task of reviewing the history of 
West Virginia froo the secession of the 
State of Virginia in 1861 to the ac­
ceptance of the new State into the 
Union in 1863. Beginning with a des­
cription of the differences that divi­
ded West0rn Virginie.ms fron their fel­
low citizens in Coastal Virginia, Mr. 
Moore goes on to explain why they now 
found·it necessary to create a new 
state against not only the objections 
of Conf0derate Virginia but those of 
many Unionists as well. He gives a 
brtef description of the various • Get­
ings and conventions which resulted 

Although the book lacks a bibliography, 
there is copious documentation in the foot­
notes, while a series of appendices give 

in the,Constitutional Convention in 
Wheeling which finally detcr• ined the 
name and form of the new State. From 
;there the author shifts- his attention 
to Washington, wh0re opposition and 
delays were finally overcomG so that 
loyal counties of hppalachian Virginia 
might peco• e the thirty-fifth state of 
the Union. 

But Mr. Moore shows clearly that 

the essential documents in the story of 
the statehood movement. Throughout, the 
book is written with considerable precis­
ion and accuracy. Events and persons arc 
pinpointed in such a way that the volume 
should be a us0ful reference work for 
years to come. 

On the other hand, the style leaves 
a good deal to be desired. Surely such 

· dr::naatir events as the Civil War ond the 

< i . 
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founding of a new stc.1tc cc.111 for some­
thing more than a dry recitation of facts. 
A little more energy and color would 
have turned a useful history into a mon­
umental one. 

In his detailing of military cam­
paigns, Mr. Moore is certainly quite 
thorough, and one wonders at times 
whether it is worth going into the minu­
tiae of brief engagements and fruitless 
marches, especially when the reader is 
left to follow these r.1ili tary moveraents 
wothout a single detailed compaign map. 
Too often, the story of some rainor mili­
tary evolution is told in full with no 
hint of its significance to tho over-all 
story of West Virginia's statehood being 
given. ~erhaps these details could have 
been omitted and larger space devoted to 
the political struggle over stat~hoocl. 

Despite the extensive coverage given 
to those events, the background of much 
of the political in-fighting remains 
unclear. The reraarkable about-face of 
John S. Carlile, the father of West Vir­
ginia ~tatehood, who then opposed it in 
Washington, is duly noted, but tho spec­
ulation over his reasons for rejecting 
statehood is most inept. 

Mr. Moore, like so many Araerican 
historians, seems loath to venture be­
yond the tangible. One would like to 
have know~&'i§re, too, about the influence 
of slavery and the abolitioQist movement 
in determining the course of events in 
West Virginia. 

All in all, frrn:i. 11:D point of view 
of the historian, Mr. Moore has done an 
admirable job and created what is likely 
to be regarded as a leading work on the 
history of the State. -- Thomas Anderson 

History of Hancock County: Virginia~ 
West Virginia 
By Jack Welch 
Wheeling News, 1963 

Hancock county is the torr,rnst county in 
the Northern panhandle of West Virginia. 
Originally it was part of Brooke County, 
but broke from it in 1348. Throughout ~: 

most of the 19th Century the region was 
little developed and it was not until 
Ernest Weir established the Weirton Steel 

Works -- and, incidcntly, the town of 
Weirton -- that Hancock County began to 
play an iraportant part in the history of 
West Virginia. The history of Hancock 
County is, therefore, largely in the 
future. 

Nevertheless, Mr. Welch starts his 
account with the primitive aborigines 
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of the region, whose monuments to dor.i.estic 
untidincs3 -- the mounds -- can be seen 
at several points along the river. Having 
speculated on those early inhabitants, 
he moves on to the early colonial history. 

Hancock County formed a part of the 
ultiraatc border country at the tine of 
the ~ncrican revolution. It was savagely 
fought over by whites and Indians. From 
this account, it is rather hard to decide 
who was the raore savage. Logan, the 
famous Mingo chief, was active in this 
area, and it was here, on the Ohio ~ivcr, 
that his entire family was murdered by 
tho settlers, a crime for which ho fully 
revenged himself on the pioneers. 

Hhen the last of the savages had 
moved off further west, the area settled 
down to a somewhat more prosaic existence, 
Houes, factories, and, especially, church­
es were built. One of the most interest­
ing passages in Welch's book gives us a 
vivid description of the ltev. Elishn 
Macurdy, a celebrated revival preacher 
whose s~ccinlty was to cause his hearers 
to be ttscizod with strange bodily 
affections." 

~crhnps the nicest thing about 
county history is that it gives the nu­
thor a chance to stop and chat with the 
reader about people like Macurdy, who 
would be brushed aside with a footnote 
in a larger scale history. But oven with 
Indians, revivalists and the Civil War 
(in which a Hancock County man took a 
leading role in The Great Locomotive 
Chase) we arc up to the post-Civil War 
period by page seventy-three. From 
there on, the book is much duller. The 
straight line of narration is broken 
while we arc treated to the individual 
histories of the founders of each of the 
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principal town~ and dynasties in the 
aounty. Even this is not entirely with­
out drama, Take the case of Miko Star­
vaggi, a young Italian .iranigrant in 1912, 
who arrived in the newly-nancd city of 
Weirton with $5 in his poc~et. First 
he peddled fruit, then coal and ice. 
Then, in 1926, he bought one bus. It 
became a busline. He eventually would 
own Weirton Construction Cor.1pany 1 

Steubenville Bus Conpany, Cove Hill Coal 
.Cor.ipany, Glenn Brook Coal Cor.1pany and 
the Half-Moon Coal Co~.1pany. 

It's a faniliar story, but one that 
will never wear out in telling as long 
as the American Dreau persists. 

The last third of the book is 
devoted to gencnlogy, or "biography" 
as tpe author calls it. I suspect that 
this was the real reason the book was 
written. I noticed not only biographies 
of sonc of the leading citizens of the 
area, but also sODe full-page pictures 
of f)rouincnt business figures, looking 
cur·iously out of place after the illus­
trations of frontier life. 

This is not a book for the general 
reader, though the first chapters arc 
interesting enough._ Nor would it gen­
erally satisfy the professional his­
torian, although it night help hir.i on 
occasion. It was written for the 
people it was written about, and I am 
sure that to then it is endlessly fas­
cinating. For those with a fervid 
interest in local history, it should be 
a fcast. In its soucwhat disjointed 
pages they can hoar l,ncrica singing 
a little off key -- but strongly. 

Thanas .1\nderson 

The kise of the Uest 1754-1830 (The New 
American Scrics)--
By Francis S. ~hilbrick 
New York: Harper and ~-:ow, 1965 

This volume is the first in a new 
group of the No,,; ;1r.:i.erican Na~ion Series 
(edited by Conmager and Horris) de­
signed to toll the history of the Aner­
ican West. It will be followed by ~~ay 
Billington*s The Far Uestc·rn Frontier, 

1J30-l360, and two norc works, 

Like all New Ancrican Nation Books, 
Hr. 1.1 hilbr ick' s volurae is a nonuracnt of 
scholarly research and painstaking 
accuracy. The "West" with which it is 
chiefly concerned is the trans-Appala­
chinn region cast of the Mississippi. 
It is therefore indispensible to stu­
dents of tho Ohio Valley region. ,~s in i;; 
the case of most books which aim at 
giving n "standard" approach to history 
rather than cnbarking upon new theses, 
Mr. ~hilbrick's work is in general con­
tent to recap the history of the period. 
However, he docs bring several new 
approaches to problems in the history of 
the Host. 

~he uost successful of these new 
a.pprooches is in his treatment of the 
often misunderstood proclamation line, 
established by the British after the· 
French and Inuian war. This line was 
as llr. : . .'hilbr ick shows, very nebulous 
at best, and was never intended to co 
more than achieve the orderly settle­
ment of tho frontier. It was, in fact, 
never a real barrier to settlement, nor 
could it have been given the shifts of 
British policy between the French and 
Indian \Jar and tho American ~:ovolut ion 
and the limitations of British resources 
to police the frontier·. The idea of a 
consistent British policy to prohibit 
settlement in the trans-Appalachian 
region is dismissed by tho author. 

Equally good is his approach to the 
question of land speculation and Indian 
rer.10va 1. He presents the various land 
schemes and Attempts to establish fron­
tier states in an orderly fashion, and 
s1lows the various methods by which the 
land question was finally resolved. Far 
frou charging the UniteJ States with un­
limited exploitation of the Indian, he 
presents the case for the inevitability 
of Incian removal and the basic sincerity 
of hccrican attempts to establish an 
Indian reserve west of the Mississippi.,. 

The uost interesting, if a-lso the . • 
most questionable aspect of the book, ii." 
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the author's attempt to rehabilitate the 
characters of those two-fold villians of 
American history, Janes Wilkinson and 
Aaron Burr. Wilkinson, who appears to 
be much admired by tho author, is des­
cribed as a far-sighted and astute man of 
great ability and greater ambition. His 
attempts to intrigue with Spain against 
the United States, which allegedly took 
place even while Wilkinson wDs commrmder 
of the U. S. ,\ro.y, Dre c1isnissec by :;_'hil­
brick as being only instDncos of excessive 
zeal. Even his swearing of allegiance to 
Spain is dismissed DS having no legal 
standing, which is true, but seems, some­
how, to miss the point. The author con­
cludes that nothing Wilkinson did can be 
construed as treason. ~t worst he only 
succeeded in obtaining r:toncy from Sprmish 
officials under false pretenses. 

l,s for the Burr-S:lill~inson conspiracy, 
in which Blonnerhassett Island on the 
Ohio plays such a proninent part, ~hil­
brick denies the whole thing. He doubts 
that there ever was a real conspiracy 
between the two men. He insists that 
they never intended to establish a sop­
arnto onpiro of their own in tho vest. 
Instead, ho believes that, fooling as 
many did that wa~ between tho United States 
and Spain was likely in the early years of 
tho 19th Century, both non were anxious to 
take mili1;ary control of tho region anJ 
load triumphal lmorican arnios to tho 
halls of Montozuaa. It is true that tho 
charges of treason against Durr wore not 
proven, but tho existence of such a plot 
was widely believed by contonporarios of 
Wilkinson and Burr, and Du~r did assemble 
an armed force at Dlonnorhassott Island. 
Mr. ~hilbrick takes tho stance that what 
is not legally provable is not histori­
cally factual. If all historians agreed, 
we would still be trying to prove that 
Brutus murdered Caesar. 

i1s any such volune nust, this book is 
forced to tackle the Frontier Theory of 
Frederick Jackson Turner, who onphasizod 
the contribution of the frontier to the 
American character. Hr. ~hilbrick, who 
was teaching college in 1099 and must, 
therefore, be practically a contemporary 
of Mr. Turner, would say, rather, that 
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the frontier had certain material effects 
upon the United States. The free land 
affected tho economy of the country, and 
the Host na<Je its influence felt in /,ucri­
can politics. But as for character, there 
was little to chose between westerner and 
easterner. This "revision" of Turner is 
perhaps just and hardly novel. It cer­
tainly e;oos with tho ''unronantic" tone of 
the book for which tho author apologizes 
in his preface. 

This book is not tho last word on tho 
history of tho early frontier. It is, in 
fact, tho opening salvo for a ro-exanination 
of the Burr case. But it is also a useful 
tool for understanding the history of the 
region. Thomas /1nderson 

Indian Paths of Pennsylvania 
By Paul~.TTallacc 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Corarais­
sian, Harrisburg, 1965 

Dr. Hal lace has proc1uced an invaluable 
b,Jc'k dealing primarily with an imp,xtant 
phase of the aboriginal and pioneer his­
t,·::iry ,Jf tho Commonwoa 1th cJf Ponnsylvani.-:i. 

The greater portion 0f tho book con­
sists of a scholarly, documented study of 
some 131 paths located within Pcnnsylvonia. 
;, number of these Ind ion paths extended in­
t,J uther states, including some located in 
tho Wheeling area which continue through 
tho u,::irthern ranhandle .:ind into the present 
State of OhiG. 

~)aths arc identified by nnmcs, ac­
companied in most cases by maps identify­
ing thm1. Early os well as modern names 
of towns ond physical footuros arc inclu­
ded on his naps to assist tho reader in 
identifying their courses. 

In ;:iddition to his geographical amJ 
historical iJccounts, with documentation 
for the scholar, there is included a novel 
feature, ''For the Motorist," cons is ting of 
notes for tho tourist who may wish to fol­
l-ow the courses of those aboriginal paths 
of about two centuries ago. In a comprehen­
sive "Index of Names .. " m.-:iny Wost Virginia 
towns and locations are included, giving 
rise to tho hope that a similar work nay be 
published for Host Virginia. -- Delf Norona 
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