


Whelan's lrish Guard
The Ancient
Wheeling

Order of Hibernians in

By Sc6n Patrick Duft' l '

ln  l8-54.  an ambassador of  Popc PiLrs lX Vis i tcc l  whe-c l ing at  thc

iuv i tat io t t  o l 'B ishop Richarc l  Whcla l l ,  hcacl  o l ' thc t lcrv  Dioccsc o l 'Whccl -

ing.  Accorc l ing to sontc accoutr ts ,  a t r lo t l  o{ -  ant i - ( 'a thol ic  
" l i t tou ' -Nolh-
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arrc l  approachccl  thc f 'a thcc l r 'a l  carry i r lg  roc l<s at tc l  c l r rbs i l t r r i t rg  h is  l ' is i l '

Ant ic ipat i r rg t ror tb lc .  Bishop Whclan assct t lb lc t l  a t l  a t ' t t r t -c l  g t t l t r t l  o l ' l tp-

l t rox i r ratc ly  2(X)  local  I r ish r rcn.  Whcn conl i l rn tcc l  l rv  Whcl l r t t "s  r t r t l lc t l

l r ish guarc l .  thc l l 'Lrs t ratcc l  rnob maclc tht 'c i t ts  l t t t t l  l l t t 'cu 's to l lcs l l t l l  t t to t 'e :

scr ious v io lc t tcc was avcr tcc l .  Ut lhar t l lc t l .  thc at t tbassaclor  lc l t  Wl lcc l i r lu

thc t tcxt  t lay by l ra i r l . l

l "hc c l r -arnat ic  c lc ta i ls  o1 ' th is  anccclotc a lc  t l i l l icLr l t  to  cot t f  i t ' t t t .  bLt t

i t  r .c1 ' lccts  thc prcvai l ing nat ional  lc lu t ionshi ; l  bc l rvcct t  I l ish ( 'a t l ro l ic  i t l r -

rurigrauts ancl thcir lortt ' tctl lors atlcl

in  tur t t ,  hc lps to cxpla i t l  thc r isc o{ '

Hibcnr ians i t r  Wlrcc l i r lg  at lc l  thc st t r -

rouncl iug rcgiot t .

Filst orgartizccl in Ncw York

C' i ty  in  l t l3( r . r  thc Atrc icnt  Orc lcr  o l '

H ibcrn iat rs  i r t  At t tcr ica p lov ic lc t l

l r i s l r  ( ' a t l r o l i c s  r . t  i l l r  l  s l t ' t t c l t t r c  l l l -

sp i rcd by scct 'c t  c lc l 'cnsrvc socic t ics

in thc l to t rc lat t t l  to  p lotcct  thc i t '

f t r i th  ancl  t l tc i r  cotnrac lcs.  Thc t rn i ty

clcrnonstratccl by Wltclatl 's artnctl

I r ish gLrarc l  cp i tont izcc l  t l tc  corc t t t is -

s ion o l ' t l tc  o lc lcr  -  t t t  c lc l 'c t tc l  thc i r '

church ancl  c lcrgy agai r rs t  potcnl ia l ly

v io lc t t t  tnobs.  Wl tc t t  thc Ancict r t  Or-

c lcr  of  I  l ibcrn iarrs  was rcs l t r rcc lc t l

in  Whccl ing i t  cct l tury ar tc l  a  hal l '

a l ic t  I l ishol r  Whclat r  organizcc i  t l tc

Rev. Richard V. Whelan
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Rev. Henry F. Parke

Wheeling Irish, the new incamation, Bishop Whelan Division Number 1,
was apt ly narned in his honor. l

Origins
Irish immigrants came to Wheeling, Virginia, in large numbers

in the early lgth Century to work on construction of the National Road.a
Rev. Richard V. Whelan, Bishop of the Diocese of Richmond, came to
Wheeling in 1846, and three years later, oversaw the construction of St.
James Cathedral.5 By 1850, Rome recognized the significance of Wheel-
ing's growing Catholic population by formally transfening Bishop Whel-
an from Richmond to Wheeling and establishing a separate Diocese of
Wheeling.6

The B&O Railroad reached town in 1853 and the increase in de-
mand for workers coincided with An Gorta M6r, (the Great Hunger 1845-
52), which forced the departure of L2 million Irish from their homeland,
drawing Irish immigrants to the region in large numbers.i By the late 19th
century, Wheeling was one of West Virginia's most-Catholic and most-
Irish of cities.8 This change stirred up nativist political groups such as the
Know-Nothings and as a result, the local Irish reacted by organizing.

Wheeling's first division of the Ancient Order of Hibernians was
inaugurated on November 8, 1873,e and was associated with St. Joseph's
Cathedral (the name had been changed from St. James').r0 The division
was first listed in Wheeling's city directories in 1874.rr On July 10,I874,
DivisionNo. I marched in Bishop Whel-
an's funeral procession and along with
other Catholic societies, members of the
A.O.H. also formed part of the honor
guard, standing watch as the Bishop's
body lay in state for many hours into the
evening.r2

Division No. 1 later became
known as the o'Parke Division," appar-
cntly in honor of Bishop Whelan's close
liiend, Rev. Henry F. Parke, born in
County Sligo, Ireland. Thomas O'Brien
(one of the armed Irish men who re-
sponded to Bishop Whelan's call to pro-
tect the Cathedral and the Papal ambas-
sador forty years prior, and a well known
Wheelingite in his own right) served as a

pallbearer at Parke's funeral.rr The tm
olics and Protestants remained evident r
fraternal societies including thc A.O.H. t
to march in a parade in honor of the nC
avoid possible trouble," The Wheeling I
societies] will not take into the processit
nalia that may be offensive to either Pm
The "Orange Lodges" were placed three
the parade formation, just ahead of the
Blue and Gray. No trouble was reported.

By the tum of the century - the n
with Irish assimilation - the A.O.H. evr
ubiquitous social clubs.15 In 1913, the I
division which met in the basement of
as membership in the adult version rea
that year, a mass meeting to initiate 3(
by 1921, the Parke Division was hcadq
in the Carroll Club building (formerly

James W. Paxton residence and now a h
ness office), also the home of the Knightt
Columbus.'e

Other Divisions
By 1873, the predominantly Ir

Eighth Ward in South Wheeling had
own Church of the Immaculate Corrc
tion, commonly known as'ost. Mary's"
"Irish Church."20 In I875, a second Wlx
ing division of the Ancient Order of
bernians was organized by members of
Mary's Parish. First known as Emmet D
sion No. 2 in honor of the lrish natione
and rebel leader, Robert Emtnet, the na
was changed to Mullen Division No. 2
1906 in honor of Rev. Joseph Mullen,
second pastor of St. Mary's who was b
in County Louth, Ireland.2l

The Ancient Order of Hibernit
as 1875 and was associated with St. Jol
Church was being built, members stoo(
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pallbearer at Parke 's funeral.rr The tensc relationship bctwecn local Catlt-

olics and Protestants rcmained cvident as latc as July of 1876 as varlous

fraternal societies including the A.O.H. and local "Orangcmcu" preparcd

to march in a parade in honor of the national centcnnial celcbratiott' "T0

avoid possible troublc," The Wheeling Dailv Intelligenc'er reported. "fthc

societies] will not take into the procession any banncrs or othcr paraphcr-

nalia that may be offensive to eithcr Protcstant or Catholic associatiorrs"'

The "Orange Lodges" wcre placed three groups bchind the Hibet'niails in

the parade formation. just ahead of thc govclllor and thc soldicrs of thc

Blue and Gray. No trouble was reported.ra
By the tum of the ccntury - thc nced for a dcfcnsivc posturc wancd

with lrish assimilation - thc A.o.H. evolved into anothcr of whccling's

ubiquitous social  c lubs.rs In 1913, the Parke Divis iorr  fbrmcd aiuvcni lc

division which mct in the basemcnt of- cathcdral High School,'" cvcn

as membership in thc adult version rcachcd its pcak.rT In Novcmbcr of

that ycar, a mass mecting to initiatc 300 ncw tnct.ubct's was ltcldr* and

by 1921, the Parke Division was hcadquartcrcd at 1300 Chaplirrc Strcct

in thc Carroll Club building (fonncrly thc

James W. Paxton rcsidcncc and now a busi-

r-rcss office), also thc homc of the Knights of

Columbus.re

Other Divisions
By 1873, thc prcdominant lY l r ish

Eighth Ward in South Whccling had its

own Church of thc lmrnaculatc Conccp-

tion, comuronly known as "St. Mary's" tl.tc
" l r ish Church."20 ln 187-5. a sccond Whccl-

ing division of thc At-tcicrrt Ordcr of Hi-

bcrnians was organizcd by mcmbcrs of St.

Mary's Parish. First known as Enrr-nct Divi-

s ior,  No. 2 in honor of the Ir ish nat ional ist

and rcbcl leadcr, Robcrl Emnrct, thc name

was changecl to Mullcn Division No. 2 in

1906 in honor of Rcv. Joscph Mr"rllcn, tlrc

second pastor of St. Mary's wlto was born

in Countv Louth. lreland.2l

Rev. Joseph Mullen

The Ancicnt order of Hibcflriaus existcd in Bcuwcrod as carly

as 1875 and was associatcd witli St. John's catholic church.I whcn thc

Clhurch was l'reing br.tilt, membors stood guard so that thc Ku Kltrx Klan
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could not sabotage the construction'23 A ladies

auxiliary for the Benwood Order, St. Bridget's

Division, was established in 1895.24 A sec-

ond Marshall County Division formed around

St. James Church in McMechen, Benwood's

neighbor to the south. The new Harris Divi-

sion of the A.O.H. was named in honor of the

parish's second pastor, Rev. Father Richard F.

Harris, an immigrant from County Cork.25 The

localA.O.H. presence in Ohio included Toron-

to, Steubenville, Martins Feny, Bridgeporl, and

Bellaire divisions.
Eventually, all of the local A'O.H. divi-

sions, including those in Ohio, established base-

ball clubs and the interdivision play was quite

competitive.r('

lrish Days
By the late lgth century, the four norlh-

cm panhandle A.O.H. divisions began host-

ing large sullmer picnics called "Irish Days,"

usually celebrated at Wheeling Park or Mozart

Park.rT Both parks were essentially beer gar-

dens operated by Wheeling's two largest Cer-

man brewery owners: archrivals Anton Rey-

mann (Wheeling Park) and Henry Schmulbach
(Mozart).r8

Typical "lrish Days" featured activities

like balloon ascensions, tug-o-war, quoit pitching,

horseshoes, bowling, running races, putting the stone, and throwing the

harnrner, "fat man" and o'fat woman" races, potato races' bicycle races,

and sack races. Prizcs includcd things like "a gold watch chain and a fine

shir1." Cake walks (clarices) were held at the Wheeling Park Casino with

lrish music provided by orchestras, brass bands and pipers, and accompa-

nicd by dancing ofjigs and rcels.2e
lnterestingly, the 1906 picnic was held during the same weekend

as wheeling's last Saengerfcst, a large gathering of regional German Sing-

ing Societies including Wheeling's own Mozafi, Arion, and Beethoven,

among othcrs. Wlieeling Park was a popular hangout for visiting Germans.
"lrislr and Gcrmans," Thc Wheeling Daily Intelligencer's subhead pro-
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Thursday, JulY lTth'
!q At Vheeling Park =

Supper and Refreshments Ao

ments of All Kinds ... All Are h

l-,t$'triffit*t**giJ"�:*t
Raphel Moran'

This Benwood A.O.H.
badge is typical of those
worn for parades and
other functions. -5. DuffY

claimed, 
"Thronged Wheeling Park and En

ed. Yesterday was an exceptionally big da

iollv dav for all"'r0 A jolly day indccd - cq

uniouUi.Ofv cnjoycd a rccord salcs da1' for

In addition to thc annual Picnics'

ten offered banquets, rccitations' rnusic' d

Irish-themed plays, fcaturing pcrformanc

-..U.rt in honor of St' Patrick's fcast da

at such gatherings, as were othcr parlor 1

bunko.

State Conventions
Numcrous A'O'H' statc convcnuo

cording to the West Virginio Encrlloped

*"n in"12 Hibernian divisions at its pcal

local divisions beginning around thc tun

representatives of A'O'H' divisions travclr

tions from the following West Virginia c

the four Ohio and Marshall Countl' divi:

known as McGrath Div'), Berkley Counr

Harrison County (Clarksburg' knou'n al

Hibernians Annuil Pis

P a r l e  D i v i r i o l  a n d L r d i e s Ar r l l



Hibernians Annuirl Picnic:

Thursday, July l7th, '08,

Supper and Refreshments . ,, AmusF
ments 0f All Kinds ... All Are Invlted

( IOMMITTI3  . .Me""n . ' ] re .  I l "w)0 .y ,  Jo l rn  I  l t t rnq ,  , lohn  ( ' l r rk ,

J .  tV .  KFhn lF , , l , ' hn  I -n ry ,  . l .hn  \Y '  l [ c l ] . rmr ' l l  , l ( thn  MeNuur '

J t , ru i " l  ( r ' l , i n ry ,  lVrn .  t )  N , r i l .  I tn ln to r td  funu i t rghem,  Moor l lmerWn'
()'Neil, lhrch. M, (| 'Neil, l 'hos Walvrn, Ctrlr. tnd Ml*et Ml l lJrnq.
(:. Clark, Mrgric 3rvccncy, l!. I leunihlu, Julir lhixll l '  l .nnie Tnchl l.:

a n d  L r d i e s ' A u x l l l f & r Ad for an lrish DaY
Picnic (Church
Calendar, July 1902)

claimed, "Throngcd Whccling Park and Enjoycd thc Programurc Prcscttt-

ed. Ycsterday was an exccptionally big day at wlrccling Park...lt was a

jolly day for all., '30 A jolly day indccd - espccially for Mr. Rcymann. who

undoubtcdly cnjoycd a rccord salcs day fot liis popular brcw'

In addition to thc annual picnics, thc local A.O.H. clivisions of-

tcn offcrcd banqucts, rccitations, ntusic, dancirrg, card playirrg, atld cvctr

Irish-thcrncd plays, fcaturing pcrformanccs by A.o.H. and L.A.A.O.H.

mcmbcrs in honor of St. Patrick's fcast day.rr Euchrc was highly popular

at such gathcrings, as wcrc othcr parlor galrlcs suclt as briclgc. 500 ancl

bunko.

State Conventions
Numcrous A.O.H. statc conventions for wcst Virginia - which ac-

cordirrg to thc We,st Virginia Enc'yclopedia, could boast as many as 647

mcn in 12 Hibcrnian divisions at its pcak in 1894r: - wcfc hostccl by thc

local divisions bcginning around thc turn o1'thc ccntury. Ovcr thc ycars,

reprcscntativcs of A.O.H. divisions travclcd to Whccling for thcsc collvcrr-

tions fiom tlie following West Virginia countics and citics (in addition to

thc four Ohio ancl Marshall Connty divisions): Wctzcl Couuty (Littlcton,

known as McGrath Div.), Bcrklcy County (Marlinstrurg); Faycttc Cor.rnty;

Haffison county (clarksburg, known as Sarsfield Division No. l); ca-
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bell County (Huntington); Kanawha County (Charleston); Marion
(Fairmont, known as Boutlou Div. No. 1); Mineral County;
County (Elkins and Coalton, a.k.a. Womelsdorf); Taylor County
ton, known as McElligott Div.) and Wood County (Parkersburg,
O'Connell Division).33

The Hibemians of West Virsinia hosted the state con
Wheeling on June 19, 189234 and again on Aug 28 and 29, 1916.
Windsor Hotel served as the official convention headquarters for the
and a ball was held. Over 300 members of the state A.O.H. and L.A.A.
divisions were expected. After Mass, the conventioneers marched
body to the Market Auditorium where the key to the city was tumed
to the Hibemians by the mayor.35

Parades and the Wearin' of the Green
Even a cursory review of Wheeling's early newspapers is e

to confirm the town's affinity for parades. Elaborate, decorative,
tious and often geographically extensive parades were organized to
ebrate most every occasion, from Christmas to German singing festiva
patriotisrn, "Americanism," annivsrsaries, grand openings, etc. By the
l9th century, following the mid-century influx of Irish immigrants,
Patrick's Day was no exception.

The earliest such parade occurred in 187036 and found various
Irish societies in Wheeling and other nearby towns often united for these
activities. In 1873 the parade had 500 marchers plus musicians with Chief
Marslral John Nolan leading an affay of local Catholic societies. Each
group was "preceded by a band of rnusic." "Major Shanley," the Wheeling
Dailv Intelligenc'er reported, "threw a Fenian flag to the breeze in front of
his residence, cor'ner of 7th and Clay Streets, East Wheeling, and the line
in passir-rg gave it a greeting...At the B&O machine shops, a small canon
did effective service in waking echoes among the Ohio and West Virginia
hills...The rnen were in full regalia...and supper was served at the dining
roorns of Mr. Ziegenfelder fbetter known fbr his ice cream] at Odd Fel-
lows Hall."r7

Thc first mention of parlicipation by the Ancient Order of Hibemi-
ans in the Whecling's St. Patrick's Day parade appeared in the March 18,
1874 edition of the Whee ling Daily Intelligencer. Dillon J. McCormick of
the A.O.H. led 400 marchcrs and three bands of music in "neat uniforms"
starting at 2 o'clock from Institute Hall and proceeding: "up l4th street
to Eofl, up Eoff to I lth, down l lth to Market, up Market to Washington
(7th), dowrr Washington to Main, up Main to fWhccling] hospital, thence
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Main to Twenty-Fourth, up Twenty-Fc

to Thirty-third, down Thirty-third to Eol

fhirty-sixth to Wood, up Wood to Thirtl

ine, up Chapline to Twenty-third. dwt

:t to Seventeenth, up Seventeenth to Jr

Fourteenth to Eoff, uP Eoff to Twelftt

Chapline to Institute Hall whcre the cr

ling's parade was not the oldest nor th

74 metropolitan Wheeling for an astom

six and a quarter miles! For thc sake of o

well have been tlte longest' The per

ick's Day parade route is less than two m

version, a mere mile and a half'

While the 1876 Wheeling DailY Int'

of aWheeling parade, the A'O'H' divisir

r, joined the Benwood division t.9:.ttq

parade and general jamborce'" Thc I

rd procession, which crossed thc Ohi

and marched to Bellaire City Hall'rn In l8l

A.O.H. divisions continucd their interstate t

the St. Cecelia Brass Band.ao In 1889. "seve

joined the activities in Bellaire' including I-Steubenville 
A.O.H. came down on Saturd

Martins Ferry and Benwood A'O'H' were b

While the parade tradition fadcd" t

came popular. The Parke Division held a p

on t4ih and Market; o'Erin's grccn bcing lc

rious stars and stripes".silken harp banner

lowed, where toasts and speeches abounds

held at Arion Hall at20th and Main'$

BY 1898, the Parade tradition was

thedral High School, who marched the str€'

military High Mass at St. Joseph's Cathcdt

and drum corps played lrish melodies and s

day. Thc local A'O.H. divisior.rs and othc

participated in the marching' For the 1905

were marshaled by Master J' Prendcrgast'

riding a small Shetland pony, which was pr

hue."45 The Cathedral Cadets continued tr

way to Benwood) through 1921'



down Main to Twcnty.Fourth, up Twcnty-Fourth to Chapline, down Chap.

line to Thifiythird, down Thifii-thifd to Eoff, down Eoffto Thirty-sixth,

up Thirty-si"tt' to Wood, up Wood to Thirty-third, down Thirty-third to

ciaplinc, up chapline to Twenty-thircl, dowrr Twc'ty-thi'd to Market, up

MarkcttoSeventeenth,upSeveuteenthtoJacob'up' IacobtoFonf iccnth'
down Fourteenth to Eoff, up E'off to Twclfth' down Twclfthto Chapltnc'

down Chapline to Institutc ilall whcre thc column brokc ranks'"r8 While

wheeling,i paradc was not thc oldcst nor the bcst attended in thc countty,

i t rnaywel lhavebcent l re longcs t .T l reparac lecovcredcvcrycor t rc ro f
1g74 metropolitan wheeling for an astouncling total marching distarlcc

of six and a quartcr milcs! For the sake of comparisotl. the Pittsburgh St'

patrick,s Dayparade routc is less than two milcs and the rnuch ballyltoocd

Manhattan version, a mcrc milc and a half'

whilc the 1876 Whceling Dailt, Intelligt'trcct' cotrtajttctl l1o lllcn-

tion of a whecling paradc, thc A.o.H. division across thc rivcr in Bcllairc'

ohio, joined thc Benwood division to cclcbratc St. Patrick's Day witha

.,gruni paraclc and general jamborcc." Thc Bcllairc city Band hcadcd thc

g""n*ooo procession, whicir crossed thc ohio Rivcr by f'crry at l0 o'clock

and marchcd to Bcllairc city Hall.re In 1884, thc Bcllairc and Bcnwood

A.O.H. divisions continucd thcir intclstate cclcbration and paradc, lcd by

thc St. cccclia tsrass Bancl.40 In 1889, "scvcral hundrcd whccling pcoplc"

i o i n c d t h c a c t i v i t i c s i n B c l l a i r c , i n c l u d i n g t h c A ' O ' H ' : " T h c T o t ' o t t t o a n d
Stcubcnvillc A.o.H. camc down on Saturday, and whccling, l]ric1gcport,

Martins Fcrry ancl Bcnwood A'O'H' wcrc hcrc ycstcrday'"u'

W h i l c t h c p a r a d c t r a d i t i o r r f a d c c l , t h c s t . P a t r i c k ' s D a y p a r t y b c -
c a m e p o p u l a r . T l r c P a r k c D i v i s i o n l r c l d a p a r t y i n l B g 0 a t G c r r n a n i a H a l l
orr l4tlr arrd Markct;..Erin'S grccrr bcing lovingly ctttwittcd with thc glo-

r i o u s s t a r s a r r c l s t r i p c s . ' . s i l k c n h a r p b a n n c r s a t c a c h c n d . ' ' A b a n q r - r c t l b l .
lowed, whcrc toasts and spccchcs aboundcd.ar Thc l89l cclcblatiort was

hcld at Arion Hall at 20th and Main'al

By 1898, thc paradc tradition was rcsulllcd by thc cadcts of Ca-

thedral High school, who marcltccl tl-rc strcets of whccling aftcr a tnot'tritrg

niil itary High Mass at St. Joscph's cathcclral.aa Typically, thc cadcts'filc

ancl chumcorps played trish rnclodics and schools wcrc closcd to|thc holi-

clay. Thc local A.o.H. clivisions ancl othcr catholic socictics sottrctit.ttcs

participatccl in thc rnarching. For thc 1905 t'cstivitics, "thc vct'y srnall boys

wcrc nrarshaled by Masterl. prcndcrgast, wcarir]g a largc grccn sash and

ridi,g a small Shcilancl pouy, which was profuscly clccoratcd witl curcrald

hLle.,,o5 Thc cathedral cadets continucd to marclt auuually (olicn all thc

wav to Bcnwood) through l92l '
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In March 1915 the A.O.H. hosted a dance at the Market Audito-
rium with between 600 and 700 people attending.a6 Even as late as 7927,
"hundreds of dancers" crowded the floor for an A.O.H. organized dance.aj

By the early twentieth century membership drives for Hibernian
divisions in the Wheeling area and in the state as a whole became more
frequent and somewhat more desperate in tone.a8 By 1936, the Mullen
and Parke Divisions had merged into a single "Ohio County Division."ae
The last entry for the A.O.H. in Wheeling's City Directories occured in
1938.50 They were listed as "American Order of Hibernians" with meet-
ings at 3600 Wood Street. The available evidence indicates that the A.O.H.
of Wheeling and Ohio County (and probably also Benwood, McMechen
and Marshall County and perhaps all of the state divisions) failed to sur-
vive the Second World War.sl

Epilogue: Whelan's Irish Guard Reborn
In the mid 1980s, Wheeling resident Jack Fahey, whose own an-

cestors were active members of Wheeling's defunct A.O.H. divisions,
started to attend A.O.H. meetings in Belmont County, Ohio. The atten-
dance was low and Jack believed he could improve it by founding a divi-
sion with just membcrs of his own family and their friends, so he did.52 Mr,
Fahey discussed his idea with current president Mike Welsh in the winter
of 2004 and by the spring of 2005, Mr. Welsh and Mr. Fahey met with
Gerry Curran, the national organizer. The prospective new division held
its first official meeting at Knights of Columbus Hall in the Edgwood sec-
tion of Wheeling in the fall of 2005, They decided, fittingly, to name the
new division in honor of Bishop Richard Whelan. The division's charter
was officially dated June 15, 2006.53

In addition to sponsoring fundraisers and food drives for local
charitable organizations, representatives of the division have marched in
Pittsburgh's St. Patrick Day Parade annually since 2008, And since 2010,
the division (through the leadership of members Andy Ondeck and Craig
O'Leary and the sponsorship of Raymond James Financial Services) has
organized, each Septembcr, what lras grown to become one of the largest
Irish Road Bowling toumamcnts in North America,sa

Endnotes

' This anecdote is constnrcted tiom a series of reports appearing in The Wheeling Daily
lntelligenter fl'orn Jan. 9-23, 1854. See, Laker, J. Thc Anti-Bedini demonstration: Nativ-
isrrr at work in Wheeling in 1854. C'ardinal Per,spectives. Retrieved. Febnrary 17,2012,
flom http://www.wju.edu/f'aculty/cardinalperspectives/Laker.pdf. See also, Pyne, T.T.
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County Roscommon imrnigrant John Charles Duffy was a oonductor on thc B. & O. bc-

twecn Grafton and Wheeling. His daughtcr Mary Duffy Gatvey scrvcd as statc prcsiclernt of

the ladies auxiliary for several ycars after 1 9 1 2 and as state chairlady oflrish History. ln the

latter capacity, shc carnpaigncd for a national monumcut for the "Nuns of thc Battlcficld"

to honor the various orders, including the sisters of St. Joscph (wheeling Hospital).  who

nursed wouuded soldiers dttr ing the Civi l  War'.  Final ly dcdicatcd in Washington D.C. in

1924. the monumcnt is inscribecl:  "ERECTED BY THll LADIES AUXILIARY TO THL

ANCIENT ORDER OF HIBERNIANS OF AMDRICA. 4.,D. 1924.' '
s Brennan, M. The Ir ish stoly, The bui ldels of our city. lnl4/hccl ing. Spring 201 3.pp22-24.
e Wlreeling Daily Intelli,errcer, Sept. 9, 1814. "We wcrc ycsterday shown by Mr. Thos.
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Nov.8, 1873. Whceling, W.Va;" 'Thc Dailv lnlel l igenter of July l l t .  1874 rcpoltct l  that
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I I is son Frank . lr .  was a pronri l tent Whccl ing attorncy who, with his tathc:r ' ,  sLrcccssl ir l ly

def 'ended Whccl ing's lcgendary orimc boss Bi l l  Lias against chat 'gcs of tax cvasion. F'rank

Jr. 's son Tiur and daughtcr Moll ie are cclcbratcd blucgrass musiciaus. Thc f irst rcl 'crcncc

to Division No. I  as the "Parke, Division" appcarccl in the l)al lr ,  lntel l igerrc'er tor Mart:h

18.  I  89( r .
1r Doil.v Inlelligencer', Jttt.tc 28. ltt76,
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tt (lltru,ch Calendur of14/esl Virginia. Whceling: Diocesc oiWhccling-Clhar'leskrn. April.

1 9 1 3 .
r7  lb ic l .  Dec . .  1913.
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John Parish:
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)a Chtrrc:h Calendor,Febmary l9l3 and March 1913
r jSee lb id ,Feb. lg l2ar rc ls tJa tnesPar ish(1950) .Remembranceo/ . theGolden

St. ,Jame,s C'atholit: Churc'h o7 l9'[cV4schen West Virginitt 1900-1950'

r(,  lbid.
.l Sec fbr example, (,httrc:Jl Calenclar, Mar.ch 1905, The lrish Linen Peddler; Maidets

All F.rlrtrn perfor'red by the Mullen Division at St Mary's Hall (March 19.09).; Mountain

Relrcl(March lglO); Fortunes of Pyke O'Callaghanatthe Cafroll Club auditoriurn (March

l9l2); ancl a comeciy-draur a called An Irish Eclen perfonned by the Mttllen Division (May

l 9 l ] ) .
,r Srrllivan, K. (Ecl.) (2006). West virginia Encyclopeclia. charleston: wv, 

.Humanities
Cotilrcil. Note: The May, t895 Chu|ch Culendar reported l3 divisions and 642 members

in the state.
,,  Sce cft i . / / .clr  ( 'ct lendur, l890-1912. The diocesan newsletter f 'eatured a monthly column

tit lec. l ,  . ,A.o.H. Notes.,,The state divisions l istecl subrnit ted reports at variorts t imes' See

a lso ,s ta tecouvent io r t repor ts , ln le l l igenc :er ,May l0 '1892;Augt ls t2 land2S '1906;and
Airg. 2t), l9 I (r; ancl Church Cule ndur, Scpt' l9 I 6'
.a Dui!1, lnte! l igent,er,May 10, 1892. The col lvcl l t iol l  was lreld in Ancient order of United
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'5  lb ic i ,  Aug,  29 ,  l9  I  6 .
ru  lb ic l ,  March  18 ,  1870.
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' ' r  lb id ,  Ma lch  l t t ,  1889
1r lbid, Malch lS, l f t90.
4r tbid, Mar.ch 18, I  891; To thc toast "Onr Division" Mr. Dennis O'Leary responded with

..a sl-rort history ol. t l re Ar-rcient order.of Hiberniarrs in this city., 'Dennis was the son of

David o,Lear.y who rnrmigt'atcd to wheeting tiomcounty cork in 1874' David was one

of thc fou.cling mer-nbcrs"or"Cort Ttw'" as south Warwood was once known' David's

son and Dcn.is,s br-other Timothy was also a rnember of the A.o.H. His grandson Bill is a

cur.r.ent rnember-of Bish0p whelan Division No. I and Bill's son craig is the current chair

of thc Whelan Division's Standing Comrnittee'
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Burke of Elm Grove, West Virginia State President of tlie A.O.H. [said]' .Aftct [WWI]
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bably the last state A.O.H. president.
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